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The Class of 2018: Dreaming Big!
From Our Head of School, Aliya Ranginwala
I am very proud of this Class of 2018.Though all Ridgewood
Classes are important and special to me as the Head of School, this
is the class where I have played the role of parent as well.Though
it breaks my heart a bit to see them move on, I am very proud to
see the young adults they have become.
This class is full of humor, innocence, kindness and caring.You
can witness this in the hallways as our little ones grab on to them
to get hugs through the day.You can see it in the caring way they
talk to the younger students during special events, encouraging
and supporting them.
Ask any educator and they will tell you that each graduating
class has a distinct personality to it. Sometimes good, sometimes,
almost good. This year’s was a champion group.
The class has had a number of changes in composition over
the years, but they have come together so well this year. I saw that
during their 8th grade trip.They were team players throughout
their four days together. I see how close they have become and
wish them a lifelong connection.These are the connections that
are seen in Ridgewood students.
Ridgewood School brings children together.Though the ride
may be bumpy at times your experiences at Ridgewood teach
you to respect one another and recognize the strengths in each

other.We take pride in our character development and recognition of positive attributes in our students.
This year’s graduating class ends an era of Ridgewood School’s
strong 99-year history. Next year Ridgewood begins a new
century.That makes me want to pause and think.Wow! We have
such a rich history.
We are now living our dream as we improve our historic
building and add a beautiful new preschool, so that we can impact
children’s lives at even a younger age with our mission of creating
a vibrant learning environment that cultivates the intellect,
creativity, and character of our students.
Though these young students will not be attending school at
Ridgewood’s newly renovated structure they have been a part of
the process and the dream.They have witnessed the transition and
they and their families have helped us make it happen.
I hope they remember this time and remember their school. I
wish them great success in their future endeavors as they develop
their passions.
I leave you with an important and relevant quote, not only
for our graduates today but for all of us. In the words of Harriet
Tubman, “Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always
remember, you have within you the strength, the patience and the
passion to reach for the stars to change the world.”
So don’t stop dreaming, but most importantly don’t stop
working hard to make it happen! Z

Front row (left to right):
Isabella Fissel, A'Dymond
Sammons, and Mahum Rauf.
Back row: Ibrahim Ranginwala,
Dylan Patel, Raaidh Rizvi, Mr.
Dan Metzger, Khushi Patel,
Dominique Jordan, Yusuf
Ashraf and Tayden Staples.
(not pictured: Ellie McGregor)

Farewell, Mrs. Heil

“You’ll be on your way up! You’ll be seeing great sights! You’ll join the high fliers
who soar to high heights.” – Dr. Suess
Mrs. Lilly Heil has spent most of her life
in a Kindergarten Classroom! 30 years, in
fact. And eighteen of those years, Mrs.
Heil has helped raise the best and brightest
at Ridgewood School, giving them a

strong foundation and helping instill in
them an honest love for learning.
Her classroom is like a busy beehive,
humming and buzzing with discoveries.
“The best part about teaching for me is in

the Wow Moments,” she describes, “when
a child’s face lights up with the pride of
accomplishment, and when I see my
students apply what they’ve learned in
their free time. Maps and measuring,
making books and counting.”
I’ve loved my years at Ridgewood
because my classroom has always been
mine, where
I’ve been given
the freedom to
teach – not to a
test. Ridgewood
students grow up
here knowing
the children in
front of them
and behind them.
It’s truly a big
family!”
Her bucket list
Mrs. Lilly Heil
after she retires
in May? She wants to explore, rollerblade,
ride her baby ninja Kawasaki, make a quilt,
become a Master Gardener, learn to play
the mandolin her husband got for her, and
use her senior citizen card to travel! “Most
of all, I hope to keep on learning!”Z

Your Hearts + Our Hands = The Best of Ridgewood School
A heartfelt thanks to our 2018 Hearts
& Hands Co-Chairs, Dr. Michelle Mack
and Kristy Wiles for all of their hard work
in planning this year’s 40th annual school
fundraiser. A whopping 140 people
attended the auction on April 7 at Ridgewood School, all eager to contribute
what they could, to help us meet our
annual goal.
The event raised nearly $70,000, of
which $8,000 will go directly toward
resurfacing our outdoor basketball court,
and replacing the basketball hoops.
Thanks to all the businesses, friends,
families, alumni, parents, teachers, students
and staff who helped make this year’s
event so successful!
«Hearts&Hands Co-Chairs Dr. Michelle
Mack (left) and Kristy Wiles
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Enroll Now for the New Jane P.B.
and Peter Hollenbeck Preschool

Get exposure to the new preOur new preschool program offers a
developmentally appropriate, individualschool program with our free
ized curriculum that is project based, with
2018 Summer Enrichment Courses
student direction and teacher facilitation.
offered on three Wednesdays!
The environment encourFree! Dance! Dance!
ages discovery and explora- Note: Preschool
Dance! will be offered
tion in a playful surrounding Summer Enrichment Wednesday, July 11, 11 a.m.
classes are at Ridgewhere children can develop
- Noon, presented by the
wood School.
meaningful relationships
Gary Geis School of Dance.
with peers and adults.We strive to spark
Free! The Wizard of Waste,Wednesday,
the lifelong love of learning.
July 18, 11 a.m. - Noon, presented by the
To enroll your child, please download
Clark County Solid Waste District
and complete the application packet availFree! Exploring the Daily Life of
able on our website at ridgewoodschool.
Early Settlers is offered Wednesday, July
org/admissionforms/ or visit the school.
25, 11 a.m. - Noon, presented by the
Once we’ve received your application
Heritage Center of Clark County.
forms, we’ll set up an appointment with
the Head of School to complete the
Or try our week-long PreK-1
enrollment process.
Daycamp.
Children must be three years old by
Superheroes! July 9-13, 9-11 a.m.;
September 30th, and must be potty$60 per student.The Superhero training
trained.
combines co-operative games, team

building, literature, educational enrichment activities and craft projects.

For more information about entering your child in preschool, or summer enrichment,
please contact us at 937-399-8900, visit ridgewoodschool.org, or come to our Open
House from 4-7 p.m. on June 19.
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Summer Enrichment
Classes at Springfield
Museum of Art

Due to construction, Ridgewood School’s
Summer Enrichment Program will be
offered at the Springfield Museum of Art
this year – and we can’t wait!
Here’s why!
Beginning July 9, children in grades
K-9 will participate in an array of classes
focusing on Art, Nature and STEM.We’ll
be launching rockets, discovering fossils,
designing 13-bit video games, getting
messy, creating art, acting, singing,
catching dreams and spreading kindness.
Check out our classes online at www.
ridgewoodschool.org and register today!

An Idea
by Maggie Yang, 7th grade
An idea is like a cannon
in the back of my mind
Firing explosions
of feelings
right into my head
It’s loud
and exciting
Everything in my mind
Works
together
to make an idea come to life
An energetic spring of bounces
making me feel like I’m on the edge
of a cliff
A volcanic eruption explodes
of colorful gumdrops
Showering the sky
with rainbows
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Be Kind
Ridgewood Alum Mozie VanRaaij (Class
of 2016) has become a champion of
change, and the inspiration behind a “Be
Kind” movement that’s gone viral.
It started when Mozie read hurtful
comments scrawled on a locker room
chalkboard at Southeastern High School.
Standing up for the victims, she retaliated
by erasing the negative comments and
writing the words “Be Kind.” Little did
she know that her kind words would be
met with an overwhelming response from
others who shared her feelings.
Mozie followed up by designing ‘Be
Kind’ t-shirts and using her own money
to print 200 of them, distributing them
at no cost, to anyone in her school who
wanted to wear one. Her Be Kind
message has taken on a life of its own,
inspiring bystanders everywhere to
confront bullying with kindness.
Her message has gone viral, and keeps
her busy now with speaking engagements
in schools as far away as New York. Her
first stop, though, was at Ridgewood in
May, when she shared her story of hope
to our upper level students.
“In a world of negativity, there is

Mozie’s t-shirt is available at In A
Pinch Screenprinting in Springfield.

positivity out there.We just need to focus
on that,” said Mozie. To learn more about
her “Be Kind” Movement, go to https://
www.facebook.com/be.kind.est2018/ Z

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Someone’s in the Kitchen...
Ridgewood’s School Lunch Program has doubled in popularity
in the last year, and it’s no secret why! With a focus on nutrition,
Grandma Jo Pollard joined our staff in 2017 when Ridgewood
School made a conscious effort to improve our school lunch
program and offer a hot meal daily prepared in our kitchen.
On average now, 60% of our students buy a hot lunch each day,
which is pretty amazing. And if you ask the kids why, they might
just tell you it’s because it’s served with a smile and a hug!
“I love seeing the kids each day, and how much they love the
food.” Says Grandma Jo. “I love when they come back for seconds.”
Her favorite meal to cook is her famous Sloppy “Jo.” But on
French Toast Day, everybody comes back for seconds! Z
Grandma Jo Pollard
with husband Henry.»
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Honoring Our 2017 Distinguished Ridgewood
Alumni

Pictured left to right: Plato Pavlatos, Tina Pavlatos, Renee Pavlatos, Thalia Pavlatos, Dr. Thales Pavlatos, Nancy Pavlatos,
Nike Pavlatos Lagos, Jim Lagos

The Pavlatos family story is the American story. At the turn of
the last century, Basil Pavlatos left his home and family in Greece
and with no money and only a 4th grade education, he came to
America. He eventually started his own shoe repair store on West
Main Street in Springfield, Ohio. Although he had little, he and
his wife, Sophia, made sure their children remained focused on
their education while developing a strong work ethic assisting in
the family shoe repair business after school. Business prospered,
and Sophia was bestowed the honor of ‘Mother of the Year’
awarded by the Governor of Ohio. From these humble beginnings, the family grew and has become an integral and cherished
part of our Springfield community.Their son, Nicholas Pavlatos
became one of Springfield’s most-loved and honored physicians.
He married the love of his life,Thalia Cutchis, and together
they committed their lives together to family, hard work, and
philanthropy.
The mainstays of Greek culture revolve around family and
church with a heavy emphasis on the primacy of education and
the value of arts and culture.The long list of contributions that
the Pavlatos family has made to Springfield beautifully reflects
these core values.
The family’s enduring connection with Ridgewood School
began in the 1960s.Thalia Pavlatos remembers her first visit to
the original Ridgewood School. She recalls a quaint, intriguing
little school tucked amid tall trees and a long conversation she
had with the Headmaster, Mr. Eric Lindblade. At one point he
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mentioned that in lieu of homework on Fridays, every child,
regardless of grade, was required to write a thoughtful purposeful
essay.The essays varied from week to week, sometimes fiction
and at other times about the events of their weekend; the proud
accomplishments, life-lessons learned, reflections on the things
that were directly shaping the people they were becoming.The
emphasis was on critical thinking and strong writing skills.That
conversation sealed the deal. Nicholas and Thalia quickly enrolled
their children in what is now the oldest, independent, nonsectarian day school in the state of Ohio.
For Ridgewood School, honoring the contributions of their
children – Nike Pavlatos Lagos,Thales, and Plato Pavlatos, is to
also honor the very best of what Springfield has to offer.Whether
it’s helping spearhead construction in the revival of downtown,
undertaking the restoration of Springfield’s rich architectural
heritage, supporting the School of Nursing at Clark State Community College, or their devotion to music, arts and culture, the
Pavlatos family influence is apparent at every turn. Perhaps most
important is their focus and commitment to the educational institutions that helped shape each of them, their local alma maters
– Wittenberg University,The Ohio State School of Medicine,
Antioch University, and, of course, Ridgewood School.
Past Honorees

2016 Distinguished Alumni: John Loftis ‘86 and Kevin Loftis ‘88
2015 Distinguished Alum: Caro Bayley Bosca ‘33 (posthumous)Z
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Please Save the 2017-18 Lifting HEARTS Annual
Date...
Campaign Gift Recognition
For Ridgewood School’s
Centennial Gala

A special thanks to those who contributed
to our 2017-18 Annual campaign.This
year we raised nearly $30,000.

Lifting
HEARTS

Lifting Hearts ($1,000-$4,999)

Ruth Bayley
Della Selsor Trust
Marta and Jerry Geer
Huntington Bank
The Loftis Family
Jack and Marline Palmer
Mark and Cyndi Robertson
Security National Bank

Saturday, October 20,
2018 at 6 p.m. at Clark
State Hollenbeck Bayley
Creative Arts and
Conference Center
During the Gala, Jane Bayley Hollenbeck,
’29 will posthumously receive the 2018
Ridgewood Alumni Award of Distinction.
Alumna spanning several decades and
scattered throughout our country and
even internationally will join local community members in celebrating Janie, a
beloved philanthropist and Ridgewood’s
academic excellence spanning 100 years!
Please join us on October 20, 2018
for this wonderful celebration! Z

R.A.P. Sessions
Led by President, Kristy Wiles and
Vice President Mendy Simmons, our
Ridgewood Advising Parents Group
meets monthly at Ridgewood School.
All parents and guardians are welcome
to attend!
For more information contact Kristy
Wiles at kristy4hair@yahoo.com or call
937-450-2199. Z
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Hearts in the Right Place
($500-$999)

Doug and Jane Deer
James and Cameron McGregor
Go With Your Heart ($200-$499)

Caro Gray Bosca
Dr.Vijay and Ann Chitkara
Jenny Lee Deer
Ms. Leslie Freed
Robert and Tami French
Debbie Hill
Jeanne Heckler Lampe
Hemant (Shane) and Smita Patel
Mel Marsh and Rick Rutan
Dr. Dennis and Margaret Roark
Heart Warming (up to $100)

Dr. Najeeb and Arshiya Ahmed
Vijay and Saba Bathija
Jason and Rachele Barlow
Nathan and Laura Baxter
Linda Beals
Catherine Corry Blakemore
Ryan Boyle and Stephanie Summers
Bill and Deanna Brougher
Susan Brougher
Nicholas (Tony) Bryan
Jonathan and Melanie Bisdorf
Henry Blood

Dr. Amrit and Shashi Chadha
JoEtta Cooper
Brock and Jenni (McGregor) Cox
Linda Culler
Ryan Detrick
Scott and Beth Dixon
Joe and Holly Doss
Andy and Joan Elder
Michael and Rachel Fissel
Dr. Larry and Kim Fish
Dr. Corwin and Anne Georges
Gregg and Carolyn Gerlinger
Dimitri and Niki Gianakopoulos
Jim and Bonita Heeg
William and Gretchen Huffman
Clayton O. Klein
Rev. Eric “Ricky” and Susan Lindblade
Mary Miller
Dr. Stanley and Phyllis Nedelman
Cindy Needles
Art and Maureen Osseck
Robert and JoAnne Pitsch
Thomas Prendergast
Ed and Dianne Pullins
Brian and Marjorie Schwebel
Dr. Sajjad and Mary Siddiqi
Billy and Mendy Simmons
Sylvia Bealsey Snyder
Rui Yang and DaphneYao
Kyle Zepernick

Z
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She Colors Our World

Academic Accolades
Congratulations to our 2018 academic
award-winners:
Arin Simmons,
Grade 7
Winner of
Geography
Bee.
Power of the
Pen Mini Meet,
12th place

Ridgewood School’s dear friend, Mrs. Ruth
Bayley, age 98, enjoys coloring in her spare
time because she says it calms her. Her idea
to engage Ridgewood students in a coloring
contest came with a twist. She did half the work!
After Mrs. Bayley finished coloring every other page of a 100-page coloring book,
she passed the book on to Ridgewood students to finish. Each student in grades K-4,
inspired by Mrs. Bayley’s colorful pages, completed a page of their own.
The book was then passed back to Mrs. Bayley who shared the newly colored pages
with her friends at Oakwood Village to decide on their favorites. “We couldn’t believe it!
The pictures were so beautiful!”
The winners, Gigi Stanton (Kindergarten), Alyse Linardos (first grade),Vera Aguilar
(second grade), Mya Khasib (third grade) and Seth Wiles (fourth grade) each received
a scholarship to attend art classes in Ridgewood’s Summer Enrichment Program at the
Springfield Museum of Art. Z
ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Game On!

A San Francisco resident for over 10 years
now, Carter Randolph ’96, has found a
love of start-up companies (taking a break
briefly to make video games). Carter is
part owner of Sun Basket, a meal kit service that provides organic produce, clean
ingredients, and delicious recipes delivered
weekly – “A perfect melding (melting?),”
he says “of technology and food.”
His work there as the manager of
quality assurance keeps him busy – but
not too busy to stay connected with his
alma mater. “I still have fond memories
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of playing old games in computer lab
with my classmates!”
Carter’s recent contribution of a week
of Sun Basket meals was one of the most
popular silent auction items at our recent
Hearts&Hands Auction! Thanks, Carter!

Eleni Linardos,
Grade 7
Winner of the
D.A.R. Essay
Contest,
Power of the
Pen Mini Meet,
1st place

Maggie Yang,
Grade 7
State Science
Fair,
Power of the
Pen Mini Meet,
4th place

Sarah Hallmark,
Grade 7
Winner of the
Spelling Bee

Tayden Staples,
Grade 8
Winner of the
D.A.R. Essay
Contest
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The Amazing Centennial Campaign

Editor: Beth Dixon
Design: Bob Bingenheimer

By Bonita Heeg, Centennial Campaign Manager

Photos: Joe Lauricella, Beth Dixon,
and others

The amazing Centennial Campaign continues
its Phase I in securing Leadership Gift donors
who will be given special, permanent naming
opportunities in the east and west wings of
the building and on campus. Additionally,
Leadership Donors will be listed on the
Centennial Campaign Wall of Honor in the
school’s new Pavlatos Family Atrium and in
the 100-year history book for in perpetuity,
currently being written by Tim Noonan ’66.
Our amazing Development-Steering
Committee has been hard at work and is
comprised of: Co-Chairs Daniel P. ’55 & Judy
McGregor; Ashfaq T. Ahmed MD ’84; Deanna
Brougher, Shashi Chadha, Douglas S. Deer,
Beth Dixon, Development Director; Bonita K.
Heeg, Centennial Campaign Manager; Nancy
Pavlatos, Mark B. Robertson ’67; Afshan Syed
’83; and Head of School Aliya Ranginwala,
Ex Officio.
The committee was given the goal of raising
the remaining $1 million of its $4 million
campaign in 17 months.The amazing response
from alumni, families and friends has been so
overwhelming that in just 8 months, $1 million
in pledges have been secured!
Just as amazing, 42% of the 3-year pledges
have already been paid! These amazing

Ridgewood Board
of Trustees
The Ridgewood School
Association Board of Trustees
meets the third Thursday of
each month.
Members

Ashfaq Ahmed, M.D., President
Mark Robertson, Vice President
Mendy Simmons, Secretary
Mike Fissel, Treasurer
Jason Barlow
Melanie Bisdorf
Deanna Brougher
Douglas S. Deer
Corwin Georges. Ph.D.
Deborah Hill
Maureen Osseck
Margaret Roark
Ajaz Umerani, M.D.
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Opening the New Doors to our Preschool
this Fall!

accomplishments speak highly of the donors’
desire and trust in the future of Ridgewood
School!
Because the great needs of our school go
beyond $1 million, the RSA Board of Trustees
unanimously voted to extend the Centennial
Campaign so as to obtain additional, muchneeded funds so Phase I of Leadership Gifts
continues. If you are interested in more
information about being a Leadership Donor,
please contact Bonita Heeg, Centennial
Campaign Manager. Phase II of this amazing
Centennial Campaign begins later this year. Z
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