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Ridgewood Honors 2016 Distinguished Alumni
John and Kevin Loftis
On Thursday, October 6, at the Field of Dreams dinner at the
Mills Park Hotel in Yellow Springs, John and Kevin Loftis
were honored as our 2016 Distinguished Alumni of the year.
When John and Kevin Loftis graduated from Ridgewood,
1986 and 1988 respectively, Springfield was a mere shell of its
former self. Memorial Hall had been boarded up and the Arcade
had been torn down. International Harvester, which at one
time was the largest employer in Clark County, was laying off
hundreds of workers.The Westcott House, designed by the master
architect, Frank Lloyd Wright, was crumbling to dust… all very
different from Springfield’s glory days.
It was back during those glory days that Ridgewood School
was founded by a group of prominent families and community
leaders.The school reflected their belief in Springfield’s continuing potential.They shared a vision of what their community
could be, and then dedicated themselves to making certain that it
actually would be.They felt a sense of responsibility to help sculpt
Springfield to its utmost potential.
Sadly, by the time the Loftis brothers were attending
Ridgewood, the city of Springfield had become a deteriorating
symbol of the Rust Belt. Empty and decaying factories and
warehouses stood like concrete ghosts from a distant past.
In many ways, the most logical path for the brothers would
have been to simply pull up stakes and build a life elsewhere,

Our Head of School, Aliya Ranginwala, welcomes Ridgewood’s
friends and families.

Beth Dixon pays tribute to our 2016 Distinguished Alums.

in some community that was ascending. But they both came
to realize that Springfield was truly home. And like their
predecessors, they felt that sense of responsibility to help sculpt
Springfield to its utmost potential.
John and Kevin, along with many fellow Ridgewood
alumni, have fully invested themselves in Springfield’s current
revitalization.They have been at the forefront of projects like the
ECO Sports Corridor transforming a neglected Buck Creek
into a first rate whitewater kayaking course.The waterways that
drew the first settlers to this area
are once again a community asset,
appreciated and utilized.
Together they took a set of
abandoned downtown buildings; red
brick structures from Springfield’s
glory days, and re-purposed them
into a microbrewery. In a wonderful
twist of fate, these buildings were
originally built and used by some of Oregon Group Architect
the same business leaders that were Kyle Zepernick unveils
plans for the new preinstrumental in the founding and
school.
continued growth of Ridgewood
School.The torch is passed and once again the ‘hum of progress’
echoes through downtown Springfield. Z
A special thanks to Jim Hammand, Ridgewood class of 1974 and the
Mills Park Hotel, our events sponsor.

Shimasaki Sisters to Perform in Ridgewood
Benefit Concert on March 11

Three, a jazz/classical trio made up
of Kanako and Mariko Shimasaki and
pianist/composer Luke Gillespie, will
perform a benefit concert for Ridgewood
School at the John Legend Theater at
700 S. Limestone, on Saturday, March
11, 2017, at 7:30 p.m.

2013, she was named the National Violin
Winner of the Yamaha Young Performing
Artists Competition. Kanako graduated
magna cum laude from the University
of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory
of Music (CCM) as a full scholarship
student, where she received her Bachelor
of Music in Violin Performance.While
Join us for a homecoming benefit concert
at CCM, she was a winner of the
featuring Ridgewood School alums,
Chamber Music Competition in 2012
renowned violinists Kanako and Mariko
and 2015 and the Brandenburg Concerto
Shimasaki, and pianist/composer Luke
Competition in 2013.
Gillespie. Three has played
Mariko Shimasaki, a
in concert series around
Yamaha Young Performing
Japan and appeared at the
Artist, began playing the
Millennium Stage at The
violin at five years of age.
John F. Kennedy Center
She is an undergraduate
for the Performing Arts in
at the Juilliard School,
August of 2016.
studying with Mr. Masao
Kanako Shimasaki
Kawasaki. For seven years,
began studying violin
she was a pre-collegiate
at age four. As a soloist,
of the Cincinnati
Kanako has been featured
College-Conservatory
on Classical WDPR 88.1,
of Music, where she
Weill Hall at Carnegie
studied with Dr.WonHall in New York City,
Bin Yim.Throughout
and the Millennium
her entire high school
Stage Concert Series
Kanako and Mariko at
career, Shimasaki was
in Washington D.C. In
Ridgewood School in 2004.
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enrolled in the Starling Preparatory String
Project under the directions of Prof. Kurt
Sassmannshaus. In 2011, Mariko formed
a string quartet, Ensemble Ohio, where
they held a series of benefit concerts in
Ohio for the victims of the earthquake
and tsunami in Japan. As of 2014, she has
performed with the group in various
venues across Japan every summer.
Luke Gillespie is Professor of
Music (Jazz Studies/Piano) at Indiana
University’s Jacobs School of Music.
An active performer and teacher of
jazz and classical piano, he has toured
China, Europe, Indonesia, Japan, and
the United States and won numerous
awards, including best performance from
the Indianapolis Jazz Competition; the
Indianapolis Star; and the Copland
Piano Concerto Competition at
Indiana University. Z
Seating is reserved; for tickets or to
view the seating chart, visit ridgewood
school.org under the News & Events
tab, or call 937-399-8900.
Proceeds from the concert will benefit
Ridgewood School.
Special thanks to our Concert Sponsors:
Thalia, Nancy, Thales, Plato and Tina
Pavlatos and James and Nike Lagos.
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Clark State and Ridgewood Students Collaborate
to Bring Poetry to Life
Clark State Community College graphic design students
collaborated with the 5th grade students of Ridgewood School to
bring poetry to life with a new program called Take Pause.
“This is a collaborative program intending to engage the
community in art and poetry,” said Beth Dixon, director of
development and alumni relations, at Ridgewood School in
Springfield. “Together,
we imagined artistic
illustrations spread
about the community,
engaging onlookers
to take a minute and
reflect on poetry
written by children.”
Dixon said one
goal was to have the
young and older share
in the artistic process
of creating something
together. “Another,
to have 5th graders
experience a higher
education facility and
learn about illustration
and graphic design as
Ridewood fifth-grader Sophie Fissel’s
an area of study
illustrated poem.
and vocation,” she said.
Dixon said what they didn’t anticipate was the comradery
that occurred as a result of the project. “Pairing students with
students, sharing ideas and possibilities...giving Ridgewood
Poem by Sophie Fissel | Illustration by Elizabeth Kimmel
Fifth graders from Ridgewood School in Springfield, OH created poems and
then were paired with Graphic Design majors at Clark State Community College
who digitally illustrated the poems. Clark State Digital Media includes both the
Associate of Applied Business in Graphic Design and the Associate of Applied
Business in New Media.

www.ridgewoodschool.org | www.clarkstate.edu

Free Happy Campers Read-In!
Thursday, January 26, 6-8 p.m.

Come one, come all (grades K-4) to Ridgewood’s First Annual
Read-In.We’ll pitch the tents, build a ‘pretend campfire’ and
provide the fun (all inside, of course!).Your child will bring
his/her favorite book, PJs, sleeping
bag and pillow! Let us
know your child is
coming so we'll have
enough pizza and
pop for all. Z

Fifth grade students visit Clark State Hollenbeck Bayley Creative Arts and Conference Center in Octiber.

students ‘poetry legs’ so they could watch their words take shape
was a very exciting educational opportunity for Ridgewood fifth
graders!”
Ridgewood students spent a month exploring poetry through
an in-depth writing unit.They each selected two poems to
propose to their paired Clark State student, who then chose one
to illustrate.The resulting posters were displayed at Ridgewood’s
Multi-Cultural Night on November 3, and more than 200
posters will be displayed around the community in the coming
months.
Scott Dawson, Faculty Coordinator of Digital Media says
he hopes to continue the project. Dixon agrees. “Next year, we
can have our fifth graders act as leaders/assistant teachers to our
upcoming fifth grade poets.” Z

Spell “Champion”
Aadil Umerani claimed
Ridgewood’s Spelling Bee
Champion title for the second year in a row, when he
successfully spelled the word
“compatriot” in a schoolwide assembly on December
9, 2016. Aadil will represent
Ridgewood School in the
Scripps National Spelling Bee.
Congratulations Aadil! Z
Aadil Umerani
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72Years Later, Springfield ‘Sisters’ Reunite
When Sue Bayley
Drais (class of 1944)
made plans to travel all
the way from Bellevue,Washington for
Ridgewood’s Alumni
weekend in October,
it was with one small
wish.That she be
reunited with her 1944
Graduation Kindergarten Flower Girl, Janet
McGregor Grafflin.
The two had not
seen each other since
Sue Bayley Drais, left, and Janet
that May afternoon 72
McGregor Grafflin, reunited after 72
years ago. Since then,
years at Ridgewood School’s alumni
the memory of Janet, a
weekend the first weekend
in October.
tiny six-year-old pixie
wearing a matching chiffon dress, always brought a heartwarming smile to Drais. “I always hoped for the opportunity for us to
reunite and over the years that desire increased.”
Ridgewood’s 98-year history once included a tradition that
gives most older Ridgewood Alums a smile when it’s mentioned.
Children graduating from Ridgewood were paired with a Kindergartner, who escorted them through the special ceremony.

This momentous occasion included matching dresses, hand-sewn
by a dressmaker in the old Arcade building, then later by Ridgewood mothers.The children carried matching flower bouquets
and wore ribbons too. In fact, one such graduation ribbon is
archived in Ridgewood’s collection kept safe at the Heritage
Center.
When Sue and Janet were reunited on October 9, there was a
lot to talk about! They reminisced about their favorite teachers.
For Sue, it was Mrs. Burke, who read to them every Friday. Her
favorite story was about the Lewis and Clark Expedition, which
inspired her almost half a century later to take the river expedition, herself. And she remembers with fondness Mrs. (Polly)
Collins who would end each day at the piano, singing “Columbia, Gem of the Ocean,”
For Janet, that special teacher was Mrs. (Violet) Turner, the
grandmother of Turner Foundation CEO, John Landess. “She encouraged us to create poems. And I did one. She praised it up and
down. She even sent me to the other classes to read my poem.
So, of course I remember that. My mother kept it.”
Touched by Ridgewood’s history, Head of School, Aliya
Ranginwala paired our 2015 graduates with their Kindergarten
Buddies on Graduation day this past Spring. It was quite a sight
to see our 8th grade graduates march to Ridgewood’s amphitheater stage, hand-in-hand with their “Littles” There was Pomp and
Circumstance, lots of smiles, and plenty of tears too.
Sue and Janet would have been proud! Z

Tooting His Own Horn
Michael Weller began teaching at Ridgewood School in 2005. Up until then,
Ridgewood’s 87-year history in the educational community never included an instrumental music program. But Mr.Weller
was determined to change all of that.
An accomplished brass musician himself, who has played for eleven years with
the Wittenberg Community Symphonic
Band and 25 years with Fellowship Winds
Quintet, Mr.Weller set out and personally
purchased enough musical instruments to
make sure that each and every student in
grades 4-8 at Ridgewood School could
participate in a school band.
For over a decade now, he has not only
taught children at Ridgewood to read
music, he’s instilled in them an undeniable
love for music and performance that starts
4

The Ridgewood School band performing
at Multicultural Night.

in Kindergarten. By first grade, all of his
students are able to read music proficiently
through a unique music curriculum he developed himself. In addition to presenting
three concerts annually and one musical,
Ridgewood students also participate in
OMEA( Ohio Music Education Association, large ensemble adjudicated event)

under his direction.
When he’s not teaching at Ridgewood, Mr.Weller stays musically busy
– personally repairing and refurbishing
Ridgewood’s growing supply of musical
instruments – and conducting both the
Choir and Bell Choir at Memorial United
Presbyterian Church. Last year he was
also the conductor of the Greene County
Mass Ring, which included nine Greene
county choirs.
As a school, we are fully aware of the
difference he’s made in the lives of his
students. Mr.Weller has been a passionate
crusader for maintaining a vibrant and
inspiring music education for all students,
and just like Mr. Holland’s Opus, will reverberate for years to come. Z
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My Best Day Ever

Other Student Council
Community Contributions

Student Council President, Aadil Umerani reflects on one of the many
service learning opportunities at Ridgewood School.

Collected over 1,600 food items during the
annual food drive for Second Harvest Food Bank.

Student Council brought the holidays to a local homeless shelter.

We had just finished packing the gift bags for the party we had been planning
for the Interfaith Hospitality Network Homeless Shelter.We checked, doublechecked, and triple-checked to make sure we had everything. There were
board games, pencils, pens, coloring books, journals, stuffed animals, and other
small goodies.We’d worked hard and the feeling of anticipation and excitement
flooded into us.We gathered the presents, as well as a corn hole board, giant
connect four, and some food which included a beautifully made cake, popcorn,
Capri Sun juice packs, and cookies.We packed everything in three cars, piled in
and left Ridgewood School, hoping to make a difference.
Once we arrived at the homeless shelter, we unpacked the activities and
food.We walked inside the shelter and as each minute passed by, we were filled
with more anxiety. Most of us had never met anyone homeless before.We
wondered if this would feel awkward or uncomfortable.We set up the connect
four and the corn hole near the chairs and couches.We also put a table near the
back door and put all the food on it. Suddenly many kids came in, all different
ages ranging from 3 to 15. Kids started to play the corn hole and the giant connect four.Then we joined in and played Telephone and Act It.We played the
games for about thirty minutes until Mr. Metzger told the kids it was time for
the food.They were so excited.The kids lined up from the youngest to oldest.
They took cake and juice and cookies and popcorn and ate happily.We even
had some leftovers enough for the other residents in the IHN homeless shelter.
It was a great feeling seeing all the people so happy.
Shortly after the kids went outside to play tag or basketball.They were having so much fun!.Then came the most nerve-racking part, the gifts.The kids
came inside and we gave them each a gift.We were worried they might not
like what we gave, but they were so grateful to receiveour gifts. Unfortunately
the time was up and we had to leave.We cleaned up the area and bid adieu.
We all left with a great feeling inside. It might have been the best feeling in the
world to know we brought so much happiness to others in need. Z
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Presented a donation of $1200 to Gretta Runyan
and Linda Hupp of the Breast Cancer Endowment
Fund.

Delivered toys and a $550 donation to Parent
Infant Center, and hosted a party with games,
food, and gift bags for kids at the Center.

» Delivered twelve boxes of school supplies and
$75 to Rocking Horse.
» Made ten fleece blankets for kids at the Ronald
McDonald House.
» Volunteered at the Alzheimer’s Walk at
Wittenberg and donated $250.
» Delivered cookies and cards to local nursing
homes.
» Delivered thank you cards, made by Ridgewood
students, for veterans and $700 to Honor Flight.
» Donated $1200 to Breast Cancer Endowment
Fund.
» Hosted events at Chiller, bowling night,
Halloween bash, and movie nights.
» Volunteered at the food bank each month and
at the soup kitchen over the summer.
5

Afterschool
Science Club

Mark Your Calendars!

Saturday, April 22, 2017

The 2017 Auction Committee
has been busy preparing for the
Hearts&Hands Auction, our biggest
fundraiser of the year. Here’s how
you can contribute:
» Make a donation in your name or
company
» Be an Event Sponsor
» Contribute an item(s) for the Live
or Silent Auction
» Volunteer to help with the event
Please contact Beth Dixon at 3998900, ext 15, with any questions. Z

2016-17 Sowing Seeds Annual
Campaign Gift Recognition
Science Club with Miss Huey.

Students in grades K-4 think Science Club is so
much fun, they can hardly wait for Wednesdays!
Miss Huey’s challenge for the week usually
includes a light snack, storytime, architecture and
design concepts, and some very messy materials.
In the Fall, students were challenged to
construct buildings out of pumpkins! And now
they’re designing and building shelters to protect
the pilgrims and Indians, using creative assorted
materials provided by Miss Huey.
Miss Huey says she loves seeing imaginations
soar in Science. “Once they have the concepts,
they can hardly wait to start. It’s such fun to see
how excited they get about presenting their final
projects to the class.”
Don’t be surprised if your child is begging to
come to school on a snow day – just blame it on
Miss Huey! Students will be building snowball
launchers in Science Club in January. “The project
culminates in a competition to see whose snowball
flies the farthest!” Z
It’s not too late to sign up for Science Club.
Just call Ridgewood at 399-8900 for more
information.
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A very special thank you to all those
who contributed to our 2016-17
Annual Campaign. How good it is to
know that you believe in the future
of Ridgewood School!
FOUNDERS

The Lupfer Family
Walter S. Quinlan Foundation
SUSTAINERS

Cynthia Durfey-Smith
BENEFACTORS

Ruth Bayley
Tony Bryan
Della Selsor Trust
Art and Alex Gianakopoulos
Dr. Soumya Neravetla
The Pavlatos Family
Mark and Cyndi Robertson
Taj Foundation
FRIENDS

Drs. Ashfaq and Afshan Ahmed
The Loftis Family
Jack and Marline Palmer
Dr. Mujeeb and Aliya Ranginwala
SUPPORTERS

Savita Bathija
Caro-Gray Bosca
Bill and Deanna Brougher
Dave Calhoun
Dr. Amrit and Shashi Chadha
Dr. Gene and Carolyn Clifton

JoEtta Cooper
Scott and Beth Dixon
Sue Bayley Drais
Dr. Larry and Kim Fish
Michael Freed
Robert and Tami French
Niki and Dimitri Gianakopoulos
Missy and Bill Hallmark
Jeanne Heckler Lampe
Jim and Bonita Heeg
Harter “Buzz” Jackson
Mel Marsh and Rick Rutan
Gerald and Rosanne Majcher
Jamie and Cameron McGregor
Margaret Mattox and Doug
McGregor
David and Lynn McLaughlin
Mary Miller
New Carlisle Family Practice
Pete and Peggy Noonan
JoAnne Pitsch
Tom Prendergast
David Pullins
Ed and Dianne Pullins
Jenni Rollins
Kenneth Rush
Marjorie and Brian Schwebel
Joy B. Scott
Dr. Sajjad and Mary Siddiqi
And a special thanks to our Earth to
Table event sponsor, Seasons Bistro
and Grille. Z
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Welcome to Our New Teachers!
Brandi Hembree,Third Grade
After completing her Masters in Teaching Leadership and
Principalship from Wright State University, Brandi Hembree
spent seven years in the public schools before finding her way to
Ridgewood’s third-grade classroom. “I wanted to be a part of the
Ridgewood community,” says Miss Hembree whose experience
as a parent led her to Ridgewood School three years ago. “I love
the opportunity to teach bright, inquisitive students – and be a
part of an amazing teaching staff.”

Kevin Hill, Fourth Grade
Mr. Kevin Hill discovered his love for teaching at Urbana University where he earned his teaching certificate in 2000. He comes to
Ridgewood with ten years of teaching experience in the public
school system and says that his best teaching moments are in the
discoveries. “I love to see a child’s eyes light up when they realize
they can do something for the very first time, and Ridgewood’s
small class size means I get to see that every day.” His fourth-graders love him, and show it with each new discovery.

Leslie Goshia, Fifth Grade
Miss Leslie Goshia, who earned her teaching certification in 2015
from Wittenberg University says Ridgewood’s commitment to
helping kids learn and grow is what she loves best about her new
position as fifth grade Lead Teacher. “I see the faculty and staff
making choices everyday that are right for each and every child,
and I’m proud to be a part of a school where children come
first.” Miss Goshia’s warm smile and bright spirit are a
welcome addition to our staff! Z

Upcoming Events
Saturday, January 21,
8 a.m.-3 p.m. District Power

of the Pen

Thursday, January 26,
6-8 p.m. Happy Campers

Read-In

Thursday, February 2

Science Fair

Saturday, February 11
(Snow date: March 18)
12-1:30 p.m. Top Chef

Cook-Off

Thursday, February 16,
3:30-7 p.m. Parent/Teacher

Conferences

Friday, February 24 and
Saturday, February 25,
7 p.m. Ridgewood School

Musical:Wizard of Oz

Saturday, March 4, 8 a.m.3 p.m. Regional Power of

the Pen

Saturday, March 11,
7:30 p.m. Shimasaki Sisters

Benefit Concert
March 18 District Science
Fair

Thursday, March 23,
4-6 p.m. Spring Open House
March 27-31 Spring Break
Thursday, April 13, 7 p.m.

Spring Showcase

Saturday, April 22, 6:30 p.m.

Hearts&Hands Auction
Saturday, April 28 Youth Arts
Ambassador Dinner Theatre
Thursday, April 20, 6:30 p.m.

Ridgewood Association
Meeting
Friday, May 5 OMEA
Ensemble

In Photos

Wednesday, May 24,
6:30 p.m. 8th Grade

Graduation

Thursday, May 25

Field Day

R.A.P. Sessions

Multicultural Night on November 3 showcased Rdigewood
talent and food from around the world.
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Ridgewood School's
8th grade students entered
the Community Scarecrow
Contest in October, and took
first place with their Abe
Lincoln scarecrow!

(Ridgewood’s Advising
Parents’ Group)

President: Mendy Simmons
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.:
January 10, February 7,
March 7, April 4, May 9
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Ridgewood Board
of Trustees
Ridgewood School’s Board
of Trustees meets the third
Thursday of each month.
Members

Deanna Brougher, President
Ashfaq Ahmed, M.D.,
Vice President
Janice Fissel, Secretary
Mike Fissel, Treasurer
Jason Barlow
Teri Campbell
Doug Deer
DiAnne Doss
Marta Geer
Bonita Heeg
Jamie McGuffey
Maureen Osseck
Nancy Pavlatos
David Reynolds
Margaret Roark
Mark Robertson
Ajaz Umerani, M.D.
8

If We Build It,They Will Come!
A Note from Our Head of School, Mrs. Aliya Ranginwala
On October 9, at our Field of Dreams Dinner, held at the Mills Park Hotel
and sponsored by Mr. Jim Hammond (Class of ’74) nearly 100 students,
parents, alumni and staff gathered in celebration of two special events.
One was to honor our 2016 Distinguished Alums, John and Kevin
Loftis – and the second, to unveil the plans and renderings for Ridgewood’s highly anticipated Jane P.B. and Peter Hollenbeck Preschool.
Ridgewood’s 100-year history points to only two other momentous
ground-breaking occasions.The first in 1918, when our doors opened
at Harding Road – and the second in 1962, when the Matthews Family
recognized our need for space, and donated a five-acre plot of land. It was
then that Ridgewood set out with determination to build a bigger school.
Today, we have earned ourselves the designation of being the oldest private non-denominational
co-ed school in the state of Ohio. Ridgewood is positioned well for change.Well-deserving of the generous
gift bestowed upon us by the late Jane Hollenbeck,
we have been preparing for another monumental step
forward in Ridgewood’s rich history.
We believe Janie would be proud of the work we
have done in her memory.We’ve been thoughtful and
thorough in our planning with a focus and commitment to uphold the very best that Ridgewood offers.
We hope to break ground in the Spring, and open the
doors to a newly renovated school that includes the
Architect’s rendering of the Jane P.B. and
Jane P.B. and Peter Hollenbeck Preschool in the Fall of Peter Hollenbeck Preschool.
2017. The Preschool will follow guided principles with an emphasis on respect for self, others, self-control, responsibility, the importance of completing tasks, and organization.We know what expectations
we have for our school, and we will ensure our preschoolers are prepared.
If you haven’t visited Ridgewood lately, please stop by and walk the hall of history with me.There
are so many recognizable names on our walls, so many alums who have gone on to do great things in
our community. Our school history is so rich that I feel I learn about and meet new connections to
Ridgewood all the time. The steadfast quality of a Ridgewood education goes on, as does our tradition
of being responsive to the needs of our community. Ridgewood is well poised to enter our second century of preparing our students by helping them discover their potential as leaders, scholars, and invested
community members. Z
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