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Ridgewood’s Graduating Class of 2016

Susie McGregor White
with her ‘Little’ on
Graduation Day in the
1950s.

The clouds parted just in time for families and
friends to gather on the evening of Tuesday, May
24 in celebration of the 97th graduating class of
Ridgewood School. New this year, and in keeping
with an old Ridgewood tradition, the 8th grade
graduates were escorted to the amphitheatre stage
by their Littles,* proudly to the sound of Pomp
and Circumstance. Special awards included the
SAR Citizenship Award, which was selected by the
faculty and staff and presented to Aseelah Ashraf for
her strength of character. And the Ann BarrettKing Service Award was awarded to Fauzan Akhter
for his outstanding service to his community.
Following the passing of the classes, Ridge-

Left to right: Neil Patel, Isaiah Johnson, Fauzan
Akhter, Aseelah Ashraf, Mozie Van Raaij, Kiera
Fogarty, and Freya Stover.

wood’s outgoing Board President, Dr. Cecilia
Kennedy, presented each student with a diploma.
Congratulations to Aseelah Ashraf, Fauzan Akhter,
Mozie Van Raaij, Kiera Fogarty, Freya Stover, Neil
Patel and Isaiah Johnson, whose graduation speeches were filled with Ridgewood memories, high
hopes for a bright future, and a fervent commitment to stay in touch. Z
*Every upper level student in the school is assigned to
mentor a lower level student or “Little” throughout the
school year. This Ridgewood tradition continues to foster
the very essence of Ridgewood’s nurturing spirit.

Today,We Move…
Graduation speech by Dr. Cecilia Kennedy

Dr. Cecilia Kennedy,
President, Ridgewood
Board of Trustees
(left), with Isaiah
Johnson and Head
of School Aliya
Ranginwala

...up a row, across the aisle, up a grade, and out
into the community and other schools, in the case
of our graduating students. It’s good to move and
grow and change. I love to watch the students
at Ridgewood get up from their seats and take
another when their names are called. I love to hear
them cheer. Some walk slowly and deliberately.
Some leap to their feet, while others just knock
over a few chairs along the way. Some leave their
chairs behind altogether on the graduation stage.
The chair itself becomes a symbol. In a lifetime
we move from the car seat and the high chair, to

the passenger seat, and the chair in the classroom.
Eventually, there’s the driver’s seat. In my case,
I’ve had the honor and the privilege to Chair the
Ridgewood School Association Board of Trustees
for one year and to serve as a member for three
years. Thank you, Aliya, for calling me during
dinner three years ago.Your call required me to
get up from my chair, answer the phone and say,
“yes” to serving as a board member.These past few
years have been rewarding, challenging, and have
ultimately confirmed my faith in a community
of people who truly care about the education of
continued on page 3

BrightIdeas Sponsor Recognition

Discovering an Equinox

Audrey Hallmark constructs her solar lantern.

The Hearts & Hands auction drew 130 guests and raised more
than $68,000 toward operating expenses.

A special thanks to Teresa Siejack, Simon Kenton Inn, and all
who helped make this year’s Hearts & Hands Auction a huge
success.You’re a true partner in bringing the light of learning
to the children who’ll one day lead.
Brilliant
($2,000 and up)
Dr. Salman & Ashra Ashraf
Della Selsor Trust
Jerry & Marta Geer
Art & Alex Gianakopoulos
The Pavlatos Family
Dr. Mubin & Afshan Syed
Radiant
($1,000–$1,999)
Janice Fissel
Michael Hackett (In
Memory of Cat Hackett)
Suzanne Fachon-Kalweit
Dr. Mujeeb & Aliya
Ranginwala
Springfield Cardiology
Scott Thacker
The Turner Foundation
Ted & Mollie Van Raaij
Luminous
($500–$999)
Shahana Ahmed
Always Sunny Realty
Dr. Michelle & Doug Mack
Oregon Group Architects
Springfield Foundation
Dazzling
($250–$499)
Acorn Consulting
Dr. Najeeb & Arshiya Ahmed

Deanna & Bill Brougher
Grimes Kohl Post 1031
Plato & Tina Pavlatos
Abdur Rauf M.D, Inc.
Rick Rutan
Dr. Ajaz & Humera Umerani
Kyle Zepernick
Sparkling
($100– $249)
Dr. Amrit & Shashi Chadha
Karen Denman
Jim & Bonita Heeg
Dave & Carolyn Hobson
Randy Kapp (Kapp
Construction)
Dr. Ravi & Vanita Khanna
Julie McGregor
Dr. Dennis & Margaret 		
Roark
Steve & Patricia Shelton
Kitty Wildman

In March, sixth and seventh grade students in Miss Huey’s class
participated in a collaborative program of the Westcott Center
for Architecture + Design funded by the Ohio Arts Council.
Students met first at the Westcott House, touring the Frank Lloyd
Wright designed home before visiting the Solar House, and
taking part in a lecture on solar light and energy, from Wittenberg
University professor, Dr. Daniel Fleisch.
Following this initial meeting,
students took part in an in depth,
week-long artist residency. Working
with Cara Armstrong, Director of the
School of Architecture and Art at
Norwich University, students designed
and constructed their own solar
lanterns. Ms. Armstrong and her students at Norwich University actually
designed and built the Solar Home
Morgan Reynolds prethat now rests at the Westcott House. pares for the lantern
The culminating public event, Equi- parade.

Dr. Daniel Fleisch gives a lecture on solar energy at the Solar
Home at the Westcott House.

nox, on March 24 at the Westcott House also featured Ridgewood Alum and TEDx Dayton speaker, Armaan Ahmed, presenting “The Emotional Connection of Street Photography,” plus an
opportunity for stargazing with Wittenberg University Professor
Daniel Fleisch. Nearly 100 people attended. Z

Today, We Move... (continued)
the children under their watch.There is also a special group of
people: The Ridgewood School Association Board of Trustees,
both past and future members, who have worked tirelessly to
make sure this organization, has a future and a solid foundation.
Because of these board members, parents, teachers, community
members, staff, alumni, and present students, Ridgewood’s future
looks brilliant. So, racing, running towards it seems like the best
thing to do.
I can’t think of a better way to capture that excitement than by
reading to you just a few lines from a poem by Vicente Aleixandre.
Aleixandre was a poet from Spain, whose works were banned
during the Spanish Civil War between 1936 and 1944. Essentially,
he was silenced, but he had a rebellious writer’s spirit and he kept
writing. His poem “In the Plaza”* has absolutely nothing to do
with silence or sitting on the sidelines, it’s about moving:
It’s beautifully simple and sure, deeply exhilarating, to find
yourself out in the sun, in the crowd, lifted and carried, caught up
and pushed and pulled along in the noise.
It’s no good to stay on the edge, Like a seawall or a mollusk

Fauzan Akhter, winner of the Ann Barrett-King Service Award,
addresses family and friends at the graduation ceremony.

that tries, in its limy way, to look like a stone.
It’s better, pure and easy, to surrender yourself, to the delight of
flowing, getting lost, finding yourself in the rhythm of the huge
human heart that beats all around you.
– Dr. Cecilia Kennedy, President of Ridgewood Board of Trustees
*Translation by Lewis Hyde

Scholarship Donors Reaffirm Their Support
Long-time supporters of Ridgewood School, Drs. Sally Abbott
and Jim Pomputius are strong believers in education at its best.
And they attribute the success of their own children, Martha,
Sally, Michael and Gregory, to the foundation they each received
at Ridgewood School many years ago.
Sally and Jim believe in honoring the gifts and talents of
students and have established a merits-based scholarship fund, that
addresses the financial needs of highly motivated students who
embody the values and ideals of Ridgewood School’s mission.
Their recent gift of $10,000 is aimed at encouraging others
to do the same. “Now is the time for building,” said Sally. “We
hope that our contribution is met with others who believe, like
us, in Ridgewood’s strong future.” In addition to Drs. Abbott and
Pomputius, we also sincerely thank Dan (and Judy) McGregor,
Class of 1955, and Elisabeth Cole Carpentieri, Class of 1951 for
their recent contributions to the scholarship fund.

Gifts of $1,000 or more to the Ridgewood Scholarship Fund
will be recognized by name on a recognition plaque that now
hangs in the front entrance of the building.Those who wish
to contribute are encouraged to do so through Ridgewood’s
Scholarship Endowment Fund at the Springfield Foundation,
or by calling Beth Dixon at 937-399-8900.
Dr. Sally Abbott and Jim Pomputius »

A Visit from Scott
Thacker
When
Ridgewood
alum Scott
Thacker left
for the west
coast as a
young man,
he couldn’t
have foreseen
the impact of
Scott Thacker his career in
the Digital Revolution. Yet,
through his work as CEO of a
San Francisco-based software company, he can now
see clearly that educational
flexibility, thinking creatively
and working collaboratively
are the hallmarks of the future.
It was a message he shared
with sixth and seventh grade
Ridgewood students when he
returned to take part in our
Hearts & Hands Auction.
Scott led students through
a inquiry-based brainstorming session on the concept
of ‘driverless vehicles.’ As the
discussion progressed, there
was a level of excitement and
inspiration that was undeniably evident and mutual.
Testament to Scott’s long
time support of Ridgewood
includes his funding of the
Todd Thacker Study Room,
in memory of his brother who
also attended Ridgewood 39
years ago. It is a space dedicated to small group learning for
students as well as providing a
resource library for staff.
Thank you, Scott, for your
commitment to Ridgewood!
Ridgewood Times
is published for families, friends and
alumni of Ridgewood School.
Editor: Beth Dixon
Design: Bob Bingenheimer
Photos: Joe Lauricella, Dan Patterson,
Bob Bingenheimer and others

Walking the Walk.Talking the Talk.
What we do for ourselves dies with us.What we do for our community lives long after we’re
gone. – Theodore Roosevelt
Under the guidance of Mr. Dan Metzger, Ridgewood School continues to maintain its reputation as
being a school committed to community – teaching, by example, the value of volunteerism. Sixth,
seventh and eighth grade students are required to put in 10 hours of community service during the
academic school year, but they often discover the monumental rewards soon after their first volunteer experience.
When Ridgewood poses the question “Why volunteer?” to our students, here’s their response:

It brings our students together.
Ridgewood believes in uniting people from
diverse backgrounds to work toward a common
goal. Our commitment to community promotes
camaraderie and teamwork.
The annual Pi(e) Day, where students buy
raffle tickets for the chance to pie an 8th grader,
helped raise $705 for Project Woman.
During Super Week, there was a Madden
Tournament, football trivia, games at recess, and
a Super Bash. Proceeds from the week ($535)
3K participants
were donated to the Interfaith Hospitality
Network Homeless Shelter.
Spirit Week included a trip to the Chiller, bowling night, lunch with parents/grandparents, prizes,
and themes for each day.
Ridgewood’s new Walking Club hosted its first 3K, and raised $150 for the Heart Health Now.

It promotes personal growth and self esteem.
Understanding needs in our community helps
foster empathy and self-efficacy.
Fauzan Ahkter, Aadil Umerani, and Ibrahim
Ranginwala were awarded a $400 grant from
Sodexo that allowed them to buy fruit trees and then
plant them at the Second Harvest Food Bank.The
trees will be used to provide a fresh source of food
for distribution to senior citizens, families, and
students.The trees were planted in late May.
During the week of Earth Day, the students
cleaned up the campus, planted flowers, and
promoted recycling with buttons and erasers as
well as a speech by Neil Patel.

It strengthens our
community.
Students discover hidden talents and gain
knowledge of local resources available to solve
community needs.
Student Council members delivered over 250
valentines, made by Ridgewood students, to the
residents at five local nursing homes.

The Annual Cook Off included entries in
three categories: appetizer, main course,
and dessert. Celebrity chef and Ridgewood
alum John Linardos selected his favorite in
each category as did all those who attended. The event raised $200 for the Second
Harvest Food Bank.

Upcoming Events
Monday, August 22, 6:30
p.m.

Open House
Wednesday, August 24

First Day of School
Friday, September 2, 7:257:55 a.m.

Pastries for Parents
Saturday, September 17,
6:30 p.m.

Earth to Table Dinner
October 7-9

Alumni Weekend
Saturday, October 22, 9-11
a.m.

Student Council Sponsored
Waffle Breakfast
Thursday, November 3, 6:30
p.m.

Multicultural Night
Saturday, November 12,
noon-3 p.m.

Counterclockwise from top right: usable items for the Free Store, warm winter clothing, boxes
of books for the Rocking Horse Center and a little love for area nursing homes.

Students collected items for the Free Store and over seven boxes of books for the Rocking Horse
Center.They made get well cards for kids at Dayton Children’s Hospital and hosted a car wash to
raise money for the school’s Relay for Life team and fall charities.
Community service and volunteerism are an investment in our community and those who live in it.
Ridgewood students hosted a party at Parent Infant Center for children at the center.The party
included gifts, games, food, and music. Along with the party, the students held a toy drive at the
school and raised $625 for the Center.The students raised the money in part by hosting a babysitting
night at the school.

Together, we can make a difference.
This year Ridgewood students raised more than $5,000 to help non-profit organizations in our
community.The estimated value of a volunteer’s time is $15.39 per hour. Ridgewood’s collective
hours of community service translates into over $8,000 in service hours.
Here’s a list of community organizations that benefitted from Ridgewood’s outreach this year:
Animal Welfare League
Project Woman
Honor Flight
Second Harvest Food Bank
Rocking Horse Center
Interfaith Hospitality Network
Open Hands Free Store
Parent Infant Center

»
»
»
»
»
»

Friday, December 2, 5:308:30 p.m.

Parents Night Out
Tuesday, December 13, 6:30
p.m.

Winter Showcase

It encourages civic responsibility.

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Take the Table Tennis
Challenge

Dayton Children’s Hospital
Heart Health Now
Breast Cancer Awareness Fund
Alzheimer’s Association
Relay for Life
Hearth and Home, Arbors, Essex, Oakwood,
and Clark Memorial Nursing HomesZ

R.A.P. Sessions
(Ridgewood’s
Advising Parents’
Group)
President: Mendy Simmons
Tuesday, August 16, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 13,
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 18,
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 15,
6:30 p.m.

Ruth Bayley: Author, Artist, Sports Fan...
and Dear Friend to Ridgewood
Ridgewood School’s mantra revolves around developing lifelong
learners, who are well-rounded and deeply engaged in the world
around them.This year, Ridgewood students were treated to a
tremendous role model for this type of journey in life.
Mrs. Ruth Bayley had always been passionate about her
journal writing. Her husband, Robert Bayley (who first became
a member of the Ridgewood family as a kindergarten student
in 1923) thought she should compile her writing in a different
literary form. One day he came home with a computer and set it
down in front of her. “Now, write,” he said.
Now this was a time when a computer was still very much a
‘new fangled’ contraption. Nonetheless, Ruth refused to be hesitant or intimidated.Talk about being a lifelong learner. Since that
time Ruth, age 95, has authored a long list of books chronicling
the trials and tribulations of daily life in 20th century America.
Of special note is her book, Goldmines and Chicken Coops,
which tells, in part, of her father’s journey to Klondike, Alaska
in 1905 with his brother, Elwood. The farmboys’ thirteen-year
adventure to mine for gold is retold by Bayley using old photos,
stories, poetry, and letters left to her.
Imagine our surprise when Ruth gifted 100 copies of her
book to Ridgewood students. She even wrapped and personalized each book to go home with every child to read over the
winter holidays.
And they did read! Then in March, our 7th grade students attended a book talk at Mrs. Bayley’s home, where they got to hear,

Looking Back. Moving Forward.

Seventh grade students gathered at Ruth’s home for a
book talk.

firsthand, about the inspiration behind her book(s).
Seventh grader Thomas Edwards said it best, “Mrs. Bayley is
awesome! It was great to read about her life, and then meet her
in person. I also loved reading about what Springfield was like
in the early 1900s, and how times have changed.” Thomas also
learned that Mrs. Bayley has a shared hobby. Chess! “She’s got a
chessboard on her coffee table and she invited me to play with
her later this summer!”
Thank you Ruth, for the gifts (tangible and intangible) you
have given our youngest lifelong learners.Z
In preparation for our upcoming 100th anniversary, Ridgewood
is looking for your Ridgewood memories. Sande McGregor
shared her Kindergarten graduation dress and class picture. Mark
Booth turned up an 8 mm film project he did for his teacher, Mrs.
Sue James, and Harter “Buzz” Jackson brought a handmade book,
he wrote when he attended Ridgewood, and graduated in 1977.
If you missed the gathering, no worries – there’ll be plenty
more before our big birthday party in 2018! Z

Our Heartfelt Sympathy...
Left to right, first row: Sande McGregor, Kitty Wildman, Aliya
Ranginwala; back row: Art Osseck, Bill Brougher, Dr. Ash
Ahmed and Dr. Afshan Ahmed.

Kitty Wetherbee Wildman hosted a casual gathering of
Ridgewood Alums on Sunday, June 12 – and was surprised by
the Ridgewood memorabilia that came along with the guests!

We extend our deepest sympathy to the families of the following
members of our Ridgewood School family:
Dr. Sue (Miller) Jackson, Class of 1938.
Nadeem Siddiqi (1998–2016) Ridgewood Class of 1992
Dr. Nicholas Pavlatos (1917–2016), Father to Ridgewood Alumni, Plato Pavlatos, Nike (Pavlatos) Lagos, and Thales Pavlatos
We apologize for any omissions. Z

Ready... Aim...Write!

Left to right: Alexander Kennedy, Aadil Umerani, Thomas Edwards, Audrey Hallmark, Mrs. Clark, Dakotah Pollard-Kern, Aaman
Ahmed, Morgan Reynolds, and John Koveleski.

Wielding their powerful pens,
Ridgewood students captured
top honors in Power of the
Pen competitions this past
year, earning the respect of
schools locally and statewide.
The interscholastic writing
program, which originated in
1986, pits students against one
another in three, intense, 40
minute rounds of impromptu
writing – at three progressive
levels of competition, District,
Regional and State. Students’
papers are judged holistically,

and top writers are honored
in the area of creativity and
self expression.
Coached by Mrs. Clark
and Mrs. Dixon, Ridgewood’s 7th grade team took
first place at the Clark State
District tournament, and then
went on to compete against
28 area schools at the Wittenberg Regional tournament
where they took 2nd place
overall.
Aseelah Ashraf, Audrey
Hallmark,Thomas Edwards

and Morgan Reynolds
qualified for the State Finals
at the College of Wooster on
May 26 and 27, where they
competed against 750 young
writers from 300 schools
statewide. Audrey and Aseelah
both advanced to the power
round, which is a tremendous
accomplishment and Audrey
finished in 17th place!
Other individual honors
include:

at Districts. Regional: Best of
Best Award
Thomas Edward, District: 3nd
place
Audrey Hallmark, District: 4th
place
Alexander Kennedy, District:
12th place
Kiera Fogarty, District: 14th
place Z

Morgan Reynolds, District:
2nd place and Best of Round

Farewell Wishes...

Deborah Mastin

Deborah Mastin moved from Michigan to Springfield ten years ago to be close to family. She never
imagined then that she’d become a part of a much larger family – a Ridgewood family that now reluctantly celebrates her retirement, admitting that Mrs. Mastin’s warm smile and love for her students
will be undeniably hard to replace.
Mrs. Mastin started teaching at Ridgewood in 2006, when she responded to an ad in the newspaper for a third-grade teaching position. “The best part about teaching for me has been in the discoveries,” she says with pride. “When a child says, ‘I get it now,’ it’s the greatest feeling in the world.”
She confesses the decision to retire was a tough one, “At Ridgewood, the class size is so small,
teachers have the benefit of knowing (and loving) every child in the school – not just the ones in
their classroom.” Her eyes tear up as she reminisces about a decade of little learners. “The relationships start early, and build with each year. I just love watching them grow up. Heaven knows I’ve sat
through a lot of graduation speeches over the years!”
She says it’s easy to stay connected to the kids after they graduate though. “They cherish their
memories so much at Ridgewood, they come back to say hello, even on their days off.”
We all trust that Mrs. Mastin will do the same – visit often. And especially on her plentiful days off!
Best of luck with this special, new chapter of your life.We’ll miss you, Mrs. Mastin! Z
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Ridgewood Board
of Trustees
Ridgewood School’s Board
of Trustees meets the third
Thursday of each month.
Members
Deanna Brougher, President
Ashfaq Ahmed, M.D.,
Vice President
Janice Fissel, Secretary
Mike Fissel, Treasurer
Jason Barlow
Doug Deer
DiAnne Doss
Marta Geer
Jamie McGuffey
Maureen Osseck
David Reynolds
Mark Robertson
Margaret Roark
Ajaz Umerani, M.D.
Kitty Wildman

Tis the Seasons…Back to
School Special
Dine in at Seasons Bistro and Grille on Wednesday, August 31
or Thursday, September 1, and restaurant owners Margaret Mattox
(Class of 1995) and Chef Doug McGregor (Class of 1984) will
donate 15% of the proceeds back to Ridgewood School!
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From the Head of School
Dear Ridgewood Families, Friends and Alumni,
The 15-16 school year has ended and we say our goodbyes to
another group of young people as they voyage into the next chapter
of their lives. But as the excitement of the last days end and regular
school buildings shut down and the empty halls just have occasional
jaunts by administrators, at Ridgewood the light of learning
continues as our summer enrichment program blasts off with the
first breakout rooms in the city. Followed by a rich array of classes
to enlighten young minds. Students are writing poetry, creating art,
traveling through history, adventuring through science, acquiring
the skill of archery and so much more.
It is important to recognize the achievements of our students in
the last half of the school year. Our students continued to achieve
academic successes throughout the end of the school year. Ridgewood students went on to place at
State Science Day and at State Power of the Pen. At the end of the school year many students received
academic honors, and recognition for perfect attendance, punctuality, and citizenship. At Ridgewood
we acknowledge all student strengths.
This summer we have also begun the kickoff of the building project with our facilities committee
working very closely with the Architect and C&N Construction on our future preschool and
renovation project.This could not have happened without the generosity of our beloved alumna Mrs.
Janie Hollenbeck. She will be forever remembered in the naming of our new preschool.
Sincerely,
Aliya Ranginwala, Head of School

