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An Alumna’s Heartfelt Gift
Ridgewood School
is honored to announce
a posthumous gift from
Ridgewood Alumna, Jane
Bayley Hollenbeck. Her
estate has bequeathed
a significant gift to the
Springfield Foundation
designated for brick and
mortar improvements,
including a preschool, in
the names of Jane P. B.
and Peter Hollenbeck.
Clark County has
never had a more dedicated
supporter of education than
Jane Bayley Hollenbeck.
Jane Hollenbeck (August 9,
Her
generosity and her
1915 – February 19, 2015)
Ridgewood’s Loyal Light of
affirmation is evident
Learning
in our centers of higher
education: Wittenberg University and Clark State
Community College. And now, Jane’s alma mater
is the recipient of that generosity.

Jane graduated from our ‘Little School in the
Woods’ in 1929. Her legacy is clearly part of a
family tradition. Her stepfather, Lee Bayley, was
a founding member of Ridgewood School in
1918. Since then, family members spanning four
generations have become a part of the Ridgewood
learning community, including her son Peter
Hollenbeck, who graduated in 1954.
Through the years, when quality education
was struggling the most, Jane Hollenbeck would
be there with an open heart and ready to offer an
open hand. Jane firmly believed that a community’s
greatest strength springs from its belief in an even
brighter future and this can be gauged best by its
investment in quality education. Ridgewood is so
honored to play a part in the incredible future Jane
Hollenbeck has envisioned.
It’s really a moment to celebrate, not just for the
school, but for the entire community. It’s a fitting
milestone that acknowledges the school’s excellence
over the last hundred years and at the same time, it’s
a springboard to propel us into our next hundred
years. Z

Ridgewood School’s 2015 Distinguished
Alum, Caro Bayley Bosca
Story by Brett Turner (Springfield News-Sun)

Ridgewood graduate, the late Caro Bayley Bosca
continues to inspire our students to dream big, look
to the skies, and fly high.

During a typical day at Ridgewood School, Caro Bayley Bosca’s attention
would regularly turn skyward.The historic Springfield school did the same
in honoring its famous alumnus. Ridgewood School honored the late
Bayley Bosca, a 1933 graduate, with its first Distinguished Alumni Award
at its Flying Higher Alumni Weekend.
When the U.S. entered World War II, Springfield native Bayley Bosca
wasn’t doing what was expected of women of the time. She was busy earning her wings as one of the Women Air Force Service Pilots, better known
as WASPs, the first women to fly American military aircraft.The aviation
pioneer later received a posthumous Congressional Gold Medal, the highest
civilian award.
The Alumni Weekend included several events open to the public, highcontinued on page 3

3-2-1 Blast Off

2015-16 Annual Campaign
Gift Recognition
A special thanks to those who contributed to our 2015-16
Annual Campaign.This year we raised $21,800! A matching gift
from the Pavlatos Family made it possible for us to contribute
$10,000 toward our Endowment at the Springfield Foundation.
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Colonel John Devillier with Sarah Hallmark, Arin Simmons and
Alek Pitsch

Twelve students participating in Ridgewood’s Afterschool
Enrichment Rocketry Class each set out to build and launch
the best two-liter bottle rocket in the month of October.Why?
Because the stakes were high!
At a school-wide assembly on October 9, students showed
off their knowledge of Newton’s Three Laws of Motion. Using
the lessons in aerospace
and physics they learned
all week under the direction of Mr. Bob Cripe,
they launched the rockets
they built, on Ridgewood
School’s lawn in front of
the entire student body!
Coined the winner, by
Colonel John Devillier, the 88th Air Base Wing and Installation
Commander of Wright Patterson Airforce Base, Alek Pitsch, 4th
grade, launched the rocket that soared over 300 feet in the air, at
55 miles per hour. Arin Simmons came in second place, closely
followed by Sarah Hallmark in third place.
In collaboration with the Champaign Aviation Museum, these
young, brave winners of Ridgewood School’s Rocket Launch
Competition flew with their
parents in a WWII-era B-25
aircraft Flyover on October 10.
Hundreds of folks celebrating
Ridgewood’s Family Fall Festival
witnessed firsthand as the B-25
soared through a cloudless sky
over Ridgewood School three
times! There was rousing applause from below, but according
to Alek Pitsch, he couldn’t hear
it. “I saw Walmart and Home
Depot… But I couldn’t see my
school!” Z

Distinguished Alum (continued)
lighted by a reunion of six former WASPs, all of which are now
in their nineties, as keynote speakers.“We thought this would be
a great way to bring the school back to its roots,” said Beth Dixon, Ridgewood’s director of development and alumni relations.
“We’ve set up a creative curriculum around Caro.” Ridgewood
students, in kindergarten through eighth grade, learned about
World War II, Bayley Bosca’s record-breaking feats and aviation
principles.
Nell “Mickey” Bright trained with Bayley Bosca during WASP
and B-25 school and remembers her fondly. “She was an excellent
pilot, a wonderful friend and a joy to be around,” Bright, age 94,
said. Bright said it was a challenge learning to fly. But the lasting
impact means she can share her story with others and stay close
with her fellow WASPs. “It’s always good to see the girls and it’s
nice they are honoring Caro,” she said.
After her WASP training, Bayley Bosca joined the first women’s air show.Then in 1951, she set the altitude record for Class II

aircraft, received the Bleriot
Medal of Honor and held
the record until 1986. Soon
after setting the record, Bayley Bosca married Orsino
Bosca and had four children
(D’Orsi Bosca, class of 1966,
Martin Bosca, class of 1967,
Caro Gray Bosca, class of
1969, and Marcy Bosca,
class of 1971.)
Bosca held the altitude record for
Caro was one of 16
Class II aircraft until 1986.
Bayleys to attend Ridgewood, and her uncle, Lee Bayley, was one
of the school’s founders in 1918.
Current Ridgewood fifth-grader Eleni Linardos said it best,
“It’s cool somebody that amazing went to my school,” she said.
“Her story gives me more motivation than I already have.” Z

She Flew Higher...We Can Too!
Ridgewood students worked with local artist Sherry Ringler on
a mural commemorating Caro Bayley Bosca and her inspirational
achievements.The mural depicts Ridgewood’s original building;
a Pitts Special plane that Bayley Bosca owned and flew; a swing,
which was one of her favorite childhood pleasures as she loved
the weightlessness; and the message, “She flew higher, we can
too.”
Ringler said she felt honored to work on the mural, which
now hangs in the front entrance of the building. Z
Ridgewood’s new mural was unveiled on October 10, 2015 at
the Flying Higher Alumni Weekend, and now hangs in the front
entrance of our school.

Women Airforce Service Pilots Speak at
Ridgewood
More than 1,000 women left their homes and jobs to become the
first in history to fly for the U.S. military between 1942 and 1944
at the height of WWII. Six members of this elite group of female
aviators – all in their 90s – visited Ridgewood School on October
9, and spoke to our entire student body about the challenges they
overcame as female aviators in an all-male military. These women
were civilian volunteers because at the time, women were not
deemed able to serve in the military.
A special thanks to our special guests, and military baymates
of Caro Bayley Bosca: Jean McCreery, 1944-W-10, Nadine Nagle,
1944-W-9, Florence ‘Shutsy’ Reynolds, 1944-W-5, Nell ‘Mickey’
Bright, 1943-W-7, Marty Wyall, 1944-W-10, Dawn Seymour,
1943-W-5. We are so grateful to you! Z

Colonel John Devillier, 88th Air Base Wing Commander, joined
six World War II Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) to
speak at Ridgewood School, during an assembly on October 9
to honor the late Caro Bayley Bosca.

Mark Your Calendars!

Friday,April 8, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
Simon Kenton Inn

Ridgewood School’s
Hearts&Hands Auction
The 2016 Auction Committee has been busy preparing
for the Hearts&Hands Auction, our biggest fundraiser of
the year. Here’s how you can
contribute:
Z Make a donation in your
name or company.
Z Be an Event Sponsor.
Z Contribute an item(s) for
the Live Auction or the Silent
Auction.
Z Volunteer to help with the
event.
Please contact our Auction
Chair, Jason Barlow with any
questions or to make your
donation!
Call 937-605-3940 or
email jasonbarlow1974@
gmail.com.

Earth to Table
On September 19, at the end
of our learning garden’s growing
season, our Earth to Table dinner
gave students an opportunity to
showcase what they grew. They
prepared the dinner, alongside
Springfield’s top chef, Doug
McGregor, using the produce
harvested from the learning
In collaboration with Seasons Bistro & Grille, and Springfield’s
garden. Students served 75
Top Chef (and Ridgewood Alum) Doug McGregor, our second
guests fresh garden salad and
annual Earth to Table dinner was an evening extraordinaire!
chicken risotto.
The event also featured live music and a garden store, where guests could purchase salsa, pickles
and lavender salt scrubs – all produced and canned by the students themselves (with the help of our
parent volunteer, Karin Baumle)!
The dinner is the culmination of months of effort toward getting students involved in the garden
and providing them with a holistic education. And it certainly gave our community the chance to
see the kind of work that the Ridgewood students are being encouraged to do through this different
approach to education. Z

Ridgewood’s Student Council is Moving Mountains!
Service is the rent we pay for being.
It is the very purpose of life, and not something
you do in your spare time.
– Marian Wright Edelman
Nearly every day of the week Ridgewood students can be found helping others, and contributing to making their community a better place
to live. Under the direction of Mr. Dan Metzger,
this year’s Student Council continues in their
strong commitment to community service. Led
by President, Aseelah Ashraf,Vice President, Neil
Patel, Secretary, Morgan Reynolds and Treasurer,
Fauzan Akhter , the group has already made great strides in helping our community. So far this year
they’ve:

Z collected seven boxes of school supplies for the Rocking Horse Center’s annual school supply
drive, and over a thousand food items for the Second Harvest Food Bank.

Z participated in the Alzheimer’s Walk at Wittenberg University.
Z hosted school-wide events, including a Waffle breakfast, Car Wash, Bake Sale, Movie Night,
Pastries for Parents, Halloween Bash,Table Tennis Challenge – all to help support needy causes in
our Springfield Community.
Ridgewood Times
is published for families, friends and
alumni of Ridgewood School.

Z delivered Halloween cards/pencils and cookies to Clark Memorial Home.
Z raised and donated $1,270 to the Breast Cancer Awareness Fund, $250 to the Alzheimer’s Walk,

Editor: Beth Dixon

$735 to Honor Flight and $200 for the 8th grade gift.

Design: Bob Bingenheimer

We couldn’t be more proud of our Ridgewood students, and their ongoing hard work in making
Springfield a better place to live! Z

Photos: Joe Lauricella, Dan Patterson,
Bob Bingenheimer and others

Join Our R.A.P.
Sessions
Ridgewood’s Advising
Parents (R.A.P.) is a newly
formed Parents Group,
committed to helping
Ridgewood School
SHINE! Meeting monthly,
RAP Sessions focus on:

Armaan Ahmed Speaks to Sold-Out
Audience of Region’s Leaders

Helping with school and
classroom events

Congratulations to Armaan Ahmed (Class of 2013) whose passion
for photography found the 15-year-old Ridgewood graduate as the
only high school student speaking to a sold-out audience alongside CEOs, executive directors and various entertainers at the third
annual TEDx Dayton at the Victoria Theatre on Friday, October
16, 2015.
If you missed his speech “Emotional Connection of Street
Photography,” not to worry! Armaan has promised an exclusive performance for Ridgewood friends and families in 2016. After all, he
credits his Alma Mater for helping him to develop his strong public
speaking skills! Z

Invigorating Ridgewood
School with new ideas

The Sky’s the Limit

Supporting new Ridgewood students and families

Nurturing a community of
learners, and
Enlightening the community about our great school
For more information
about R.A.P., please contact
Beth Dixon at 399-8900
ext 15, or email at bdixon@
ridgewoodschool.org
R.A.P. Sessions

Thursdays, 6:30-8 p.m.,
January 7, February 4,
March 4, April 7, May 5
Movie Nights

Student Council will
provide childcare (Movie
Nights) while Ridgewood
Advising Parents meet on
January 7, March 4 and
May 5.

Theresa Lauricella and her
daughter, Sidonie, on the
first day of school!

Alexander Calder was an American sculptor known as the originator of the mobile,
a type of kinetic sculpture made with
delicately balanced or suspended components which move to motor power or air
currents. Inspired by Calder’s works, students at Ridgewood School worked with
their Art Teacher, Mrs. Molly Loftis, and
the Springfield Museum of Art to organize
their very own public art exhibit.
The Sky’s the Limit Art Opening on Thursday, October 8 was attended by over 100 people. The
exhibit remained up and on display to the public through November 5. Z

An Evening of Surprises
Two unexpected events
took place at The Brougher’s
Wine Down House Party on
October 10. The first was
when six WASPs broke out
in song, the kind that Women
Airforce Service Pilots sang
in World War II.The kind
of songs they would sing with
their good friend, and Military
Baymate, Caro Bayley Bosca.
Later in the evening, a
second unexpected happening
Ridgewood students putting on a French Play under the direcoccurred when guests tumbled
tion of Madame Bassette in 1924.
into the front room to watch
old home movies! Kitty Wildman arrived with an old projector, a screen, and some 8-millimeter
film.Yes,1950’s Graduation Ceremonies, and Maypole Dances at our Little School in the Woods.
What a surprise to see Springfield’s great leaders, Dan McGregor and Tim Noonan in their
Ridgewood days! Thank you Kitty! Z

Upcoming Events

Kindergarten News

Thursday, January 14
Snow date: January 21

Science Fair
Tuesday, January 26, 7 p.m.
Snow date: January 28

Winter Musical “Harmony
High”
Thursday, February 11,
3:30-7 p.m.

Parent Teacher Conferences
February 26 and 27

Springfield Arts Council’s
“Into the Woods Junior”
February 29 – March 4

Spirit Week
Saturday, March 5,
12-1:30 p.m.

Ridgewood’s Top Chef
Cook Off
Wednesday, March 9,
11:20 a.m.

Grandparents Day
Tuesday, March 22, 7 p.m.

High energy and enthusiasm mark the kindergarten class.

This year’s Kindergarten Class
has had a great start to the
school year! We have been busy
making friends of all ages and
learning our way around our
“little school in the woods,”
inside and out. The Ridgewood
Learning Garden is one of our
favorite places to explore and
watch how it changes from
month to month.
Every day we look forward
to stories, songs, math, reading,
writing and all of our special
classes – art, computer, Spanish,
music and gym. And we can’t

forget Library with Mrs. Barnes!
We have enjoyed having lunch once a month with our Big Brothers and Sisters, as well as parading
in our costumes and having treats with them for our Halloween celebration.
We started the year learning about ourselves and our families – now we are ready to learn about
the world around us! It is going to be a great year! – Mrs. Heil Z

Talent Show
March 28 – April 1

Spring Break
Friday, April 8, 6:30 p.m.

Hearts & Hands Auction
Thursday, April 21, 6:30 p.m.

Ridgewood Association
Meeting
Tuesday, May 3, 11:20 a.m.

Teacher Appreciation
Luncheon
Saturday, May 7, 7 p.m.

Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, May 13

OMEA Ensemble
Saturday, May 21, 7 p.m.

Ridgewood Soiree, Young
Alum Gathering
Thursday, May 26 6:30 p.m.

8th Grade Graduation

Flying Pumpkins and Catapults!
What better way to explore
flight than by chunking pumpkins through the air! Seventh
and Eighth grade students in
Mrs. Huey’s Science Class were
given rules and regulations to
create a catapult or trebuchet to
throw a pumpkin.
The students started by
learning how important leverage
and weight are when trying to
launch an object over a great
distance, then by building mini
marshmallow trebuchets and
The winning pumpkin toss was nearly 50 meters!
testing theirs against the others
in their class. Finally, the students built full scale models.
There were many different types and they all looked different. Studying physics, students had to
determine the speed of their pumpkin by using the equation speed=distance/time.The students
worked very hard and really seemed to enjoy the engineering that it took to build their catapults.
They kept trying to improve them and make them better just like those who are in the profession.
Thank you to all who supported the students while they launched and worked on this project.
And a special thank you to the students for their dedication.
Congratulations to the winners! 7th graders Morgan Reynolds and Aadil Umerani built a
catapult that launched a pumpkin nearly 50 meters! Z

Welcome to Our New Faculty and Staff

Beth Dixon, Director of Development & Alumni Relations

Beth Dixon started her
career as a teacher right
here at Ridgewood School.

In 1986 Beth Dixon graduated from Miami University, married her college sweetheart, Scott, moved
to Springfield and accepted a teaching position at Ridgewood School. Now, nearly 30 years later…
she’s baaaack!
“The four years I taught at Ridgewood School, before starting a family, were some of the best
years of my life! Ridgewood, still, is the perfect place for the creative teacher.”
As the State Coordinator for Power of the Pen, an interscholastic creative writing program her
mother founded in 1986, Beth continues to work with approximately 500 middle schools statewide,
coordinating 43 District, Regional and State Competitions all over the state of Ohio.
In 1999, she began her work with Project Jericho, a nationally recognized arts program for at-risk
youth. As the Director of Youth programming at Clark State, in addition to overseeing the Project
Jericho program, Beth coordinated College for Kids, Arts Alive, the Clark County Cultural Consortium and the Exploration School Day Performances at the Kuss Auditorium.
The Clark County Children’s First Council acknowledged Beth’s extensive service in the
community when she was the recipient of the 2004 Community Asset Builder of the Year Award.
She also received the 2007 President’s Award for Outstanding Performance from Clark State, the
Empowering Women One by One Award from the Springfield Federation of Women’s Clubs in
2012 and, most recently, the Lois Lenski Award from the Clark County Public Library. Z

Shawn Jarzab, Fifth Grade Social Studies Teacher

Fifth-grade teacher Shawn
Jarzab offers some individual
assistance

Mr. Shawn Jarzab graduated from Muskingham College in 1984 with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education before completing his Masters of Education in 2000 from Cambridge College. He
comes to us with 30 years teaching experience in the Springfield City and Clark County schools.
When not in the classroom, he can be found on the sidelines of Shawnee’s football field, where he’s
been a beloved assistant coach since 1984.
Mr. Jarzab enjoys physical fitness, exercise, reading and spending time with his wife, Donna and
three children, Laura, age 26, Brad, 21, and Matt, 15. He loves working with all children, but says
that his 5th grade class is one of his favorites in his 30 years as an educator.
“I’ve never been happier as a teacher. I love the small class size, because I can really make a difference. And it’s great to be surrounded every day by such bright, motivated kids. They want to learn,
and that means everything.”
In Social Studies the students in his class are learning about the 13 colonies and the exports that
the colonists traded or sold to other countries. Each of the thirteen colonies were known for different exports and Maggie Yang is the Governor of Massachusetts. “We get to actually trade the goods
we’ve made! But somehow I always end up with garlic bread and Swedish fish! “
Already, Mr. Jarzab has won the hearts of the Ridgewood students! “He’s awesome!” says Maggie.
“He makes learning so much fun.” Z

MaiLin Johnson, Bookkeeper

Say hello to MaiLin Johnson,
our new Bookkeeper!

MaiLin Johnson is no stranger to Ridgewood School. In fact, she’s been a part of Ridgewood’s
family as a parent and volunteer ever since her son, Isaiah started Kindergarten nine years ago.
MaiLin spends 20 hours a week as the Bookkeeper, which leaves a little time for other pursuits –
serving at Cecil & Lime Café, shopping, traveling, and spending time with her husband,Todd, and
children, Isaiah and Chanel.
“I love my job!” says MaiLin. “The kids are great, and the teachers care so much.There’s never a
dull moment – and always a warm smile around the corner.” Z
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Ridgewood Board
of Trustees
Ridgewood School’s Board
of Trustees meets the third
Thursday of each month.
Members
Cecilia Kennedy, Ph.D.,
President
Deanna Brougher,
Vice President
Janice Fissel, Secretary
Mike Fissel, Treasurer
Ashfaq Ahmed, M.D.
Karen Baumle
Doug Deer
Marta Geer
Jamie McGuffey
Maureen Osseck
David Reynolds
Margaret Roark
Ajaz Umerani, M.D.

From the Head of School
Dear Ridgewood Families, Friends and Alumni,
This is an exciting time to be at Ridgewood School!
It’s hard to believe that almost half of the school year is over,
as so many wonderful accomplishments have occurred in a short
amount of time.This summer Ridgewood began its great cleanup, as
we revamped our landscaping, and freshened up our building with
new paint and ceiling tiles.We refined our logo and began our new
branding campaign.We welcomed new staff and faculty. And we
celebrated an amazing Earth to Table Dinner, Fall Festival and
Alumni Weekend.
Our students have been working diligently on STEM projects,
Science Fair, Power of the Pen, the D.A.R. essay contest and the
American Mathematics Competition.We started study tables this
year, which are staffed by Mrs. Schulz and Miss Huey.The study tables offer a space for students to get
their homework done after school, while having access to a teacher for any questions they have.
Students have also experienced many exciting field trips this fall.
The most exciting news for Ridgewood School is being the recipient of a substantial gift from our
beloved Alumna, Jane P.B. Hollenbeck, to be distributed through the Springfield Foundation.This
generous gift will allow Ridgewood School to complete its many renovation projects and to launch
the much-anticipated preschool.We are so honored by Mrs. Hollenbeck’s remembrance of her ‘Little
School in the Woods.’
Sincerely,
Aliya Ranginwala, Head of School

