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Academic Excellence Since 1918

R

idgewood’s graduating Class of 2012
was
awarded diplomas and an array of other
awards at the commencement ceremony held
May 31. The class, seven young men who have
all attended Ridgewood for at least two years,
had impressive academic successes, spent much
time volunteering and worked diligently to better
themselves and their community.

secret government work. Ian Roberts, known
at Ridgewood for his outgoing personality and
long ponytail, was still gregarious, a professional
football player and completely bald. Afraaz was
the creator of the world’s most-used operating
system (take that, Bill Gates) and didn’t believe
he was really talking to Ian at first, due to his
unbelievable lack of hair. Physicians Nick and

L to R: Ian Roberts, Nicholas Pavlatos, Christopher Kalweit, Afraaz Zariwala, Harish Sekhar,
Alexander Nixon and Aashi Patel.
Class of 2012 members are Christopher Kalweit,
Alexander Nixon, Aashi Patel, Nicholas Pavlatos,
Ian Roberts, Harish Sekhar and Afraaz Zariwala.
The ceremony opened with the traditional “20
Years From Now” speeches and the boys creatively
prognosticated what their lives would be like
after college. The clan coincidentally met while
all seven of them made their way from divergent
corners of the U.S. to the Super Bowl held that
year in Miami, Florida. Harish began the litany,
sharing that his career path had taken him into
the computer science field where he did top-

Aashi met at a medical conference and ended up
at the Super Bowl together since their families
had stayed behind. Alex, a pharmaceutical
researcher and Chris, a businessman, met at the
security office as they both looked for their lost
sons, who, not surprisingly, had met each other
while they wandered around the stadium. Once
the fathers and sons were reunited, Chris
invited Alex and his family to join them at
Chris’s Fishes, an upscale restaurant he owned
which was part of his entrepreneurial holdings.
After Ian scored the winning touchdown and
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Graduation 2012 continued
everyone was at the
restaurant, they all
realized their entire
Ridgewood class was
together again. As the
speeches came to a close,
the group realized they
had talked for hours and
Chris magnanimously
paid the bill. After
Aashi volunteered
him, of course.
The speeches were
a glimpse into what
transpired over the past few years at Ridgewood as the boys had
the opportunity to expand their minds and learn important lessons
about themselves. Every member of the class received the President’s Award for Educational
Excellence, which requires a 3.5 GPA or higher for all four grading
periods in 7th grade and the first three grading periods in 8th
grade and 85 percentile or higher overall score on a recognized

standardized test.
Afraaz received his
official gavel for serving
as Student Council
President. Nick and
Alex were recognized
for their outstanding
achievement in
community service
and Alex received the
Sons of the American
Revolution Citizenship
Award.
As part of the event, the younger students were promoted to their
new grade levels for the coming school year. Ridgewood’s Passing
of the Classes is an exciting happening for those who are still in
elementary and middle school, as it publicly recognizes their
achievements even though the graduation of the 8th graders is
the most memorable part of the evening. The upper level bands
played, choirs sang and to conclude the official ceremony, the class
gave the school a special gift to remember them by – a flagpole.

A Surprise Retirement Celebration
Mr. Chris Barnes ‘02, substitute faculty member and son of faculty
member, Patty Barnes, stepped up to the challenge of keeping the
surprise retirement celebration to be held at the RSA Annual Meeting
in April from his mother, as well as making sure she was in attendance.
Mrs. Barnes came to Ridgewood
in 1985. Her teaching career
spanned 30 years, with 27 of
those as part of the Ridgewood
family. That night, Mrs. Barnes
was surprised to see her husband,
Stephen; and daughter, Tricia
’88, and Tricia’s entire family.
Son, Sam ’83, who lives in
Tennessee, was unable to make it.
Also in attendance were individuals
who were at Ridgewood when she

Patty Barnes

came in 1985. These
included Mrs. Rosemary
Keifer, Co-Librarian; Mr.
Dan McGregor ’55, RSA
Board President; Mrs.
Yvonne Shelley, 1st Grade
teacher; Mrs. Mary Siddiqi,
Mothers’ Club President.
L to R: Dan McGregor ’55; retired faculty Former Headmaster Dr.
Gilbert Ware also came and
Yvonne Shelley; Dee Dee Rigney;
extended his congratulations.
Rosemary Keifer

Greetings were sent by those who were at Ridgewood during Mrs.
Barnes’ first year who unable to attend: Dr. Barb Mackey and Dr.
Sally Abbott Pomputius, RSA Board members; Mrs. Lenore
Kinnison, Reading Specialist; Mrs. Marie “Cookie” Henderson,
Head Cook; as well as Mrs. Beth Dixon, who taught with Mrs.
Barnes during the late 1980s. Mrs. Barnes was lauded by current
staffers, families and students at the festive affair.
In appreciation of her 27
years of dedicated service,
Mrs. Barnes was presented
with a framed print of the
school at its original location.
RSA Board President, Dr.
Ash Ahmed ’83, announced
that the Board unanimously
approved naming an area in
the John C. Durphy Library
as the Patty Barnes Reading
Room. A distinctive plaque,
Mrs. Barnes being recognized by
with Mrs. Barnes’ photo, hangs
President Dr. Ahmed ’84
in the library to recognize this
tribute. Interestingly enough, President Ash’s father, Dr. Tajuddin
Ahmed, served on the RSA Board during Mrs. Barnes early years at
Ridgewood.
Mrs. Barnes said she loved her time at Ridgewood and looked upon
the students through the years as “her children.” She shared a story
of a visit to a palm reader where, as a young woman, she was told she
would have “many, many children.” She did, in a very special way.
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Boston, Massachusetts
may never be the same.

For five days and four nights, Ridgewood’s 8th grade class took the
city by storm, experiencing everything the city had to offer. Led by
tour guide Alan Armijo from Education First/Smithsonian Tours,
the group saw everything from Fenway Park to Plymouth Rock.
After flying from Columbus, Ohio via Washington, D.C., the group
landed in Boston and immediately hit the pavement.

Later in the trip, the group shifted to a bird’s eye view, looking down
at the city from the Prudential Tower.

Students on the trip shown above Nick Pavlatos, Afraaz Zariwala,
Harish Sekhar, Alex Nixon, Aashi Patel, Ian Roberts, and Chris
Kalweit. The lucky chaperones included parents Dr. Suzanne
Fachon-Kalweit, Dr. Thales Pavlatos, Dr. Jyothi Puram, Dr.
Elaine Morris Roberts, Dan Metzger (teacher extraordinaire according
to the boys) and Ed and Jeanne Kunay.
The first day began with an unplanned visit to Fenway Park, which
was a grand initial thrill. The boys had a wonderful time, but not
much surpassed the nearly undetectable, yet appreciable excitement
from their favorite math and social studies teacher. A stroll around
Boston Common was capped off with a ride on the Swan Boats –
which are propelled by bicycles across the pond – in the Boston
Public Garden.
A Duck Tour – a ride on a refurbished WWII amphibious vehicle,
transported the travelers around the city, then plunged them into the
Charles River allowing a look at the city from a new vantage point.

History was a constant throughout the trip. The group visited two
graveyards, one in Boston and one in Salem. Samuel Adams,
Benjamin Franklin’s parents and the victims from the Boston Massacre
were among the many important figures buried in the city. The
travelers walked to the Old North Church to see where Paul Revere’s
famous midnight ride started. A climb to the top of the Bunker Hill
monument, via its 294 steps, challenged the stamina of each member
of the gang. Tours of the USS Constitution and the Mayflower II
showed how life differed when the land was left behind. There were
tales of new lives in a new world at Plimoth Plantation, the Boston
Massacre, battles at Lexington and Concord, and plans for freedom
hatched at the Old Manse.
The history lessons were wrapped in fun and the young and old(er)
travelers enjoyed the time together. Break dancers amused at Faneuil
Hall and Quincy Market. A murder and mayhem tour late on
Sunday evening twisted and turned through alleys, hotel hallways
and Underground Railroad pathways while guide Jeremiah P. Poope
(Seriously. Check him out on Facebook.) left some feeling skeptical
while others had skin crawling. Friends had special moments far too
late in their hotel rooms. Parents had unbeatable moments watching
their sons experience the world. It was an ideal end to a stellar year.

Invaluable Volunteers

Ridgewood School could not provide all of the services and activities without the seemingly
endless supply of parents, grandparents, siblings, other relatives, neighbors, alumni and
friends who always find time to help. While it is not possible to personally thank everyone,
the teachers, students and staff at Ridgewood would like to extend our most sincere thanks
for caring enough about our students to give of yourselves. Whether it’s a financial gift, an
hour of help during aftercare, a bag filled with science lab materials or cleaning lockers over
the summer, each gift makes every child’s experience that much better. Kudos to our
volunteers – we love you all.

Special thanks to the Linardos family for supplying cookies each month to celebrate student
birthdays. Thanks to Anne-Evan Williams, who with her team, led the Scholastic Book Fair,
and Selina McCarty for chairing Secret Santa. Dr. Suzanne Fachon-Kalweit deserves much
gratitude for her single-handed management of Market Day, the school’s recurring fundraiser.
Every month, she received and placed orders for the many food products purchased by
Ridgewood families. Then, with parent volunteers, she sorted orders upon their arrival and
made sure everyone took home exactly what they were expecting. For the 2011-2012 school
year, Market Day sales brought in over $1,000 for the school.

Dr. Suzanne Fachon-Kalweit and Farhana Rauf
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Academic Achievements
2011 Broadcom MASTERS
At the beginning of the school year,
Harish Sekhar, 8th Grader, was notified
that he was a national semifinalist in the
2011 Broadcom MASTERS (Math, Applied
Science, Technology and Engineering for
Rising Stars), a program of Society for
Science & the Public. This distinction
is awarded to the top 10 percent of 6th,
7th, and 8th graders in the nation! This
honor placed him among a select group of 300 semifinalists named
from more than 6,000 nominees throughout the United States.

D.A.R. Essay Contest

Power of the Pen Winners

7th Grade Awards

State Competitors

Afraaz Zariwala, Grade 8, and
Harish Sekhar, Grade 8.

8th Grade Awards:

Shawn Daniels, 7th grade overall
winner at district competition;
regional competition participant
Tiffany Robinson, regional
competition participant

Chris Kalweit, 7th place for entire 8th grade at district competition
Afraaz Zariwala, 12th place for entire 8th grade at regional competition
Chris Kalweit, Ian Roberts, Harish Sekhar, Chris Kalweit, Afraaz
Zariwala, regional competition participants

Young Authors’ Winners
Mustafa Haleem, Grade 6
Regional & State Winner

Kelly Allison, Grade 7
Regional Winner

National Geographic Bee
Nick Pavlatos, Grade 8, was the
winner of the 2012 Ridgewood
School competition. The other
top finishers were Mustafa
Haleem, Grade 6, and Anuj
Davatha, Grade 7, who won
second and third, respectively.
Nick’s high score qualified him
to compete at the state-level
National Geographic bee.

Thomas Edwards, Grade 3; Regan Scott, Grade 5
Mustafa Haleem, Grade 6

Exemplary Writers

Ridgewood Spelling Bee
Anuj Davatha, Grade 7, was the
school’s 2012 Spelling Bee top
speller. Second place went to
Ashi Patel, Grade 8, and third
place was won by Molly Nixon,
Grade 6.
Pictured are left to right: Molly
Nixon, Ashi Patel and Anuj
Davatha

Students in this program write original fiction and are then judged.
Qualifiers are invited to attend a writer’s workshop held at
Wittenberg University. Those attending were: Tiffany Robinson,
7th; Harish Sekhar, 8th; Chris Kalweit, 8th; Anuj Davatha, 7th;
Ian Roberts, 8th
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Academic Achievements
Science Fair

continued

State Science Fair

Afraaz Zariwala, Chris Kalweit, Anuj Devatha, Harish Sekhar,
Alex Nixon, Nick Pavlatos & Aashi Patel with the coveted
Harold C. Shaw Outstanding School Award.
Students from 5th through 8th grade participated in the 2012
Science Fair, which began at the school level, then progressed to
county, regional and state levels.
County Superior ratings: Simra Ahmed, Armaan Ahmed, Aman
Dhingra, Mariam Ranginwala, Kirsten Beals, Amin Ahmed,
Maddie Denman, Sabien Doolittle, Harish Sekhar, Anuj
Devatha, Lena Syed, Alex Nixon, Shivam Patel, Nick Pavlatos,
Mustafa Haleem, Aashi Patel, Ian Roberts, Chris Kalweit,
Afraaz Zariwala.
Regional Superior ratings: Simra Ahmed, Amin Ahmed, Mariam
Ranginwala, Harish Sekhar, Armaan Ahmed, Aman Dhingra,
Sabien Doolittle, Lena Syed, Aashi Patel, Chris Kalweit, Nick
Pavlatos, Afraaz Zariwala, Mustafa Haleem, Anuj Devatha, Alex
Nixon.

At the state competition, Ridgewood received a special recognition
for a distinctive second time! The school was awarded the Harold
C. Shaw Outstanding School award. Only eight schools in the state
received a trophy, which was given to schools with four or more projects
and 80% or more of its participants earning ratings of superior.
Superiors were earned by Anuj Devatha, Alex Nixon and Harish
Sekhar and the team of Nick Pavlatos and Afraaz Zariwala.
Ian Roberts received a special award at
Regional for Outstanding Project in Human
Factors – Information Display from the
Southern Ohio Chapter of Human Factors
and Ergonomics Society and an Outstanding
Achievement Award from the Dayton Chapter of
the Society for Information Display.

SPORTS
Ridgewood’s Tennis Team won the 2012 Schroeder League. Team
members included Kaleigh Cummins, Molly Nixon, Harish
Sekhar, Armaan Ahmed, Alex Nixon, Shivam Patel, Chris Kalweit,
Afraaz Zariwala, Nick Pavlatos and Aashi Patel. Coach Dan
Metzger volunteered countless hours to help our students to victory.
The Student Council Football League was a wild ride, with teams
including the Jalapeno Watermelon Pumas, Fist Pumps, The As with an
S and the Wild Chickens. While the competition was all in good fun,
there was a serious desire to win on the field. The winning
team, the Jalapeno Watermelon Pumas, was comprised of Ian Roberts,
Harish Sekhar, Anuj Davatha and Grant Gerlinger.
Basketball kept the boys busy during the cold winter months.
Larkin McCarty, Aashi Patel, Chris Kalweit, Alex Nixon and
Shawn Daniel made up the team coached by parent Casey Matteson.
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The Ridgewood Student Council
Led by President Afraaz Zariwala, Vice President Alex Nixon,
Secretary Nick Pavlatos and Treasurer Harish Sekhar, the group
racked up a long list of accomplishments. They raised almost $4,000,
collected items and gave of their time, all in the spirit of helping others.

Ridgewood School’s Student Council is an especially active group
that focuses on service and volunteerism. Under the direction of
Mr. Dan Metzger, the members – from 5th through 8th grade –
work diligently to make their community a better place.

The Student Council:
• Packed boxes at the Second Harvest Food Bank for local
distribution.
• Delivered school supplies to the Rocking Horse Center.
• Raised and donated $375 for the Parent/Infant Center.
• Delivered $225, blankets and hand-made Thank You cards to
Honor Flight.
• Participated in the Second Harvest Food Bank’s Hunger-aThon and raised $350.
• Raised $1,000 for the Breast Cancer Endowment Fund of Clark
st
County, Inc.
the Second Harve
Packing boxes at Bank
• Collected paper products and $125 for the Interfaith Hospitality
Food
Network’s homeless shelter.
• Built a Christmas tree and donated it to the Great Tree Auction
at Holiday in the City.
• Sponsored babysitting nights and movie nights to raise money
for various charities.
• Participated in Downtown Springfield Cleanup

Raising money to

Donations to H
on

or Flight

Christmas Tree fo
Auction at Holidr the Great Tree
ay in the City

cer
fight Breast Can

eless Shelter

Donating to Hom

Downtown Clean

up

Fun Events
Ridgewood hosts a bevy of events to keep students engaged
and spirits high. A Halloween party, Grandparents’ lunch,
holiday party, Thanksgiving feast brought all ages together for
celebrations and camaraderie. Spirit Week, with daily events
of Color Day, PJ Day, Sports Day, Crazy Hair and Hat Day and
Mismatch Day, ensured much fun. A talent show gave students
the opportunity to show off their special skills. Who knew there
was a yo-yo expert, a bevy of songbirds, pianists who surprised
the audience with their advanced skills, 8th grade boys who
could dance like Gene Kelly (not our sheriff, but the talented
guy who danced under an umbrella) and little ones who played
the chimes like champs?

6

More Fun Events
Multi-Cultural Fest

Holiday Program

The annual Multi-Cultural Fest is one of the most anticipated
events of the year. A showcase of every family’s individual
heritage and culture, it revolves around foods prepared by
families to give attendees a glimpse into their history.
Delectable entrees like Chicken Tikka Masala and corned
beef graced the table. Traditional desserts such as brownies
and apple pie sat next to sweet, syrupy baklava dripping
with honey. There was no reason to walk away hungry
or with less understanding and knowledge than when you
entered the gymnasium.
Entertainment was provided by the entire student body, with
elementary classes and upper level bands each presenting
a selection of songs. As with most student performances at
Ridgewood, Mrs. Gail Suzel and Mr. Michael Weller spent
hours perfecting chords, lyrics and dance moves which
resulted in another quality performance.

Art Show

Mrs. Loftis with artists, Amin
Ahmed and Lena Syed. Mr.
Metzger serving refreshments.

This spring, Ridgewood
School had its first art show
in a number of years. The
gymnasium was transformed
into an art gallery by our
exceptional art teacher, Mrs.
Molly Loftis. The display
showed off the artistic talent
of Ridgewood students in
watercolor, pencil drawing,
paper mache, photography,
pottery, and other forms of
art. Student Council members,
under the direction of Adviser
Mr. Dan Metzger, served
refreshments at this wonderful,
artsy event.

One of the year’s highlights was the annual Holiday Program,
which revolved around the school bands and a performance
of the musical play, Dreamcatcher. Led by musical director
Mr. Michael Weller and choreographer Mrs. Gail Suzel,
the production featured actors, vocalists and dancers from
grades 5–8. The musical told the tale of the dreams of
children and how they can hold lessons of peace, harmony,
love, hope, joy and charity that can be beneficial for all
of us. But, we were reminded that the Trickster is always
skulking about, waiting for an opportunity to trample our
dreams. The entire 8th grade class took on the role of the
nightmare! The show was a wonderful way to celebrate
what all of us value during the holiday season – the chance
to spend time with those who bring us peace, love and joy
while celebrating in our own special ways.

King’s Island

One of the highlights for upper grade students is the annual
trip to King’s Island. Faculty and parent chaperones share in
the thrills of this great amusement park.
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A Touching Soldier
Homecoming at Ridgewood
On November 8, 2011 students,
administration, faculty and staff
had the privilege of witnessing a
heart-touching moment when
Staff Sergeant Jeff Edwards,
U.S. Army, surprised his son,
3rd grader Thomas, at the
school by arriving home early
from Iraq. Thomas’ mother,
Jodi and his sister, were there
too. To forever capture this
wonderful moment in time,
the Springfield News-Sun
was there and placed the
story on the front page of
the paper. Television NewsCenter 7 also covered the story. When
Thomas saw his dad and ran and jumped into his arms, in front of
the entire student body and staff, there was a hush over the room as
everyone watched this truly sacred moment. Then, with nary a dry
eye in the gymnasium, applause burst out to celebrate this
unforgettable event and to welcome home a hero!

2012 Summer Enrichment
Day Camp
The Education
Committee consisting of
2012
SUMMER ENRIC
Chair Aliya Ranginwala,
HME
Karen Denman and
DAY CAMP K–11 NT
Afshan Ahmed ’83,
have diligently worked
to bring an exciting,
educational and fun
summer program to
not only Ridgewood
students but to
Greater Springfield
and the surrounding
areas. Most classes
are taught by
certified Ridgewood
Limited Spaces Ava
teachers. Brochures
ilable! Call 937.3
or visit Ridgewo
99.8900
odSchool.net for
more information
were distributed to
many childrenoriented organizations. The Marketing Department assisted
with ads in local and area newspapers, posters and yard signs. The
efforts have paid off as response has been very high with some
classes maxing out. The Summer Enrichment Day Camp provides
area children with the opportunity to experience Ridgewood’s
excellent faculty and learning environment.
June 11 – 15

• Welcome to the
Jungle Grades 1-3
• Club Invention:
Boulder Builders
Grades 1-3
• Tennis Time Grades
• Club Invention: 1-4
Castle
s & Catapults
Grades 4-6
• When in Rome
Grades 4-9
• Fun with Fitnes
s
• One Stitch, Two Grades 4-9
Stitch Grades 5-9
• Introduction to
Fencing Grades 5-11

July 9 – 13

• World of Seuss
Grades K-1
• Fun with Theat
er Grades K-1
• Mosaics Grades
2-3
• Money Doesn’t
Grow on Trees!
Grades 2-3
• Introduction to
Drama Grades 2-5
• Passport to Europ
e Grades 4-6
• The World of Water
color Grades 4-6
• Jewelry Desig
n Grades 4-9
• Test Preparation
: Language Arts
&
Mathematics Grades
7-11
• Impressionism
Grades
7-11

August 6 – 10

• Checkmate! Grades
1-3
• The Numbers Game
Grades 1-3
• Introduction to
Fencin
• Math Mania Grades g Grades 1-5
• Creative Writin 4-5
g Grades 4-5
• Harry Potter 101
• The Art of Writin Grades 4-9
• Discover Dissec g Grades 6-9
tion
• Real-World Math Grades 6-9
Grades 6-9

2420 St. Paris

Pike • Spri
ue to the St. Paris ngfield, Ohio 45504
Connector to
St. Paris Pike)

(Bechtle Aven

Member, Ohio Associa

tion of Independent

Schools

The Ridgewood

Welcoming Wall

Headmaster Jeanne Kunay and RSA Board Secretary Nancy
Pavlatos cut the ribbon to unveil the Ridgewood Welcoming Wall.
When students, families, staff and visitors come to Ridgewood
School, they are greeted by a wall filled with bricks sponsored by an
array of people who have been touched by what the school has to
offer. The Welcoming Wall, completed in the Fall of 2011, is the
culmination of much dedication and hard work. Originally
envisioned as a lighted brick paver pavilion to sit at the east end
of the building, the project hit a snag and was rescued by Bonita
Heeg, Director of Development & Marketing, who thoughtfully
modified the project and made sure it was completed.
Realizing the project needed to move in a different direction, with
Mrs. Heeg’s suggestions, the board approved the changes and the
Welcoming Wall started to take shape. In an effort to maintain
the natural surroundings of the trees located at the entrance and
provide a better visual opportunity for the bricks, the RSA Board
of Trustees approved a re-design of the project to become a 52-inch
high, 18 foot long wall. The Welcoming Wall now stands in the
same location as the originally-planned pavilion and utilizes solar
illumination, an aspect of the initial design.
The original project was to be funded by the sale of individualized
bricks, which remained the main focal point. Mrs. Heeg finished
the fundraising process with the assistance of RSA parents Karen
Denman, Nancy Pavlatos and Afshan Ahmed ’83. The dedication
of the 200-brick Welcoming Wall occurred on October 18, 2011.
The Class of 2012 did the unveiling with Headmaster Kunay and
RSA Board Secretary Nancy Pavlatos “cutting the ribbon” to
complete the dedication.
Ridgewood’s student body, faculty and staff witnessed the event.
Invited guests in attendance included Dr. Sally Abbott Pomputius,
alumni parent and former Board member; Mary Siddiqi, alumni
parent and former Mothers’ Club President; Dr. Henry Diederichs,
alumni parent; and Larry Parker and Jacqi Miller, former
Ridgewood parents.
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Hearts & Hands Auction
The annual Hearts & Hands
Auction, co-chaired by Missy
Hallmark and Anne-Evan
Williams, was held off-site for
the first time in many years. This
year’s theme, Enriching the Colors
of Ridgewood’s Palette, drew a
lively crowd at the Clark State
Hollenbeck-Bayley Creative
Arts and Conference Center
on March 23. Jane P. Bayley
Hollenbeck ’29, distinguished
Ridgewood alumnae and named
benefactor of the Center, was in
attendance.

Those at the event were generous in their support of our scholarship
program. In addition, charitable sponsor donations were made by
Ridgewood families, alumni, area businesses and organizations.
A new feature at the Auction was “Donate for a Cause” which offered
attendees the opportunity to donate money directly to a specific
need. This year’s item was new student lockers, with a price tag of
$5,000. A total of $5,280 was collected that night for the lockers!

Co-Chairs Missy Hallmark &
Anne-Evan Williams

The art-themed event
featured student work
and student-created
table decorations,
organized by art
teacher, Molly Loftis.
Entertainment during
the social hour was
provided by the
Springfield Youth
Chamber Orchestra
String Quartet and
President Dr. Ash Ahmed ’84, Jane P. Bayley Piano Group. A slide
Hollenbeck ’29 and Dr. Afshan Ahmed
show featuring photos
from the school year was shared on the giant screen before the auction.
Once again, volunteer Curtis Mumma, professional auctioneer,
commanded the crowd to bid to new heights.

The net income from
the 2012 auction
was $63,612, which
included money
raised for the lockers,
as well as over
$11,000 raised by
the Development
Office that was
channeled to the
Auction coffer.

Attendees Phil Campbell, Stacy ‘85 &
Jade Gianakopoulos and Terri Campbell

Some of the many, popular money-makers were: Yo-Yo lessons; 4
copies of the Kindergarten Class Book; 2 packages of Cincinnati
Reds tickets with overnight hotel stay; a Firehouse tour donated by
the City of Springfield Fire Rescue Department; 2 packages of a
Kayaking Adventure; a Writing Workshop with Tom Stafford from
the Springfield News-Sun; a night at the Wittenberg Observatory;
and an iPod Touch.
The bidding heated up in a most friendly manner when two
families decided they both wanted to take home science fair project
advising offered by parent Dr. Jeremiah Williams, Assistant
Professor of Physics at Wittenberg University. During the bidding,
Dr. Williams offered a second advisory package so both families
could walk away satisfied.

Open House A Success!

Board Member Open House Hostess, Afshan Syed ’83

RSA Board members, Headmaster Kunay and faculty members were
all in agreement that this was the best Open House the school has had
in the past several years. The Marketing Department, organizing the
event, included advertising that seemed to entice families to come out on
a cold winter night in February. Student Council members gave tours to
prospective families and faculty members were available to answer
questions. A reception area in the gymnasium included marketing
materials, light refreshments, and the SmartBoard was continuously
running photos of our students in the many offerings at Ridgewood
School. Special thanks to Board members President Dr. Ash Ahmed ’84,
Karen Denman, Secretary Nancy Pavlatos, and Afshan Syed ’83;
Headmaster Kunay; faculty members in attendance; Adviser Dan
Metzger and Student Council members; as well as special thanks to
students Alex and Molly Nixon for their dedicated hard work in readying
the building for presentation.
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50th Anniversary of Current Building
at Saint Paris Pike Campus Location

As we draw closer to the 100th anniversary of the
founding of our school by seven visionary citizens
Harry V. Bretney, Pearl Crabill, Carl K. Fried,
Armen Kelly, Harry Kissell, Dr. Harrie Martin
and Fred Wallace, 2012 finds us celebrating our
50th year in our current location. Thanks to the
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Matthews
who donated 7 acres on Saint Paris Pike.
Our present building (with the exception of the
north hall leading to the John C. Durphy Library
that was added in 1987) opened its doors January
1962. While visiting the school this past winter,
Bill McCulloch, who was a 1st grader in 1961
said, “I attended 1st grade at the other
(Hawthorne Road) location until Christmas
break. When I returned from Christmas break, I
was brought here” (to the current site).
In preparation for the future Inspiring Great
Minds Centennial Campaign, the Development
Office initiated the process of obtaining a
professional, detailed building assessment with
the guidance of former Ridgewood student,
Plato Pavlatos, owner of C&N Contractors.
Though the infrastructure is sound, many major
improvements are needed to make the school
energy efficient, handicap accessible and a 21st
century learning environment. The complete
report was presented to the RSA Board of Trustees.
A copy is located in the Headmaster’s Office.

Ridgewood School students participate in the 1961 groundbreaking ceremony
This “50th anniversary milestone” becomes a “stepping stone opportunity” for us to continue what the
Ridgewood Founding Fathers did for our children.

HeritageCouncil
Ridgewood

School

In preparation for Ridgewood’s upcoming Centennial celebration, the Development Office was busy personally conversing with alumni,
alumni parents, former faculty, staff and students in an effort to create the Ridgewood School Heritage Council. The purpose of establishing
this distinctive group is to connect with those associated with the school’s past (and present), to compile a first-hand history of the school,
rekindle the Ridgewood School spirit, and help the school prepare for its 100-year anniversary. The personal goal of the Development
Office to secure members from every decade of Ridgewood’s existence (1918-2012) was accomplished! It is the intention to have the
Heritage Council. membership continue to grow in addition to the wonderful individuals listed below.
Sally Abbott Pomputius

Former Trustee & Parent of Susan ’83,
Michael ’85, Martha ’88, Gregory ‘97
Ashfaq T. Ahmed, M.D. Class of 1984, Trustee, Parent of
Amin ’15 & Armaan ‘14
Patty Barnes
Faculty & Parent of Sam ’86,
Tricia ’90, Chris ‘03
Harry Chakeres
Class of 1976
Pauline Chakeres
Parent of Philip ’74 & Harry ‘76
Philip Chakeres
Class of 1974
Ann Speed Foster Collier Class of 1954
Daughter of Georgie Elizabeth Myers
Foster, Class of 1925
Doug & Jane Deer
Former Trustee & Parents of Douglas
Bill Denkewalter
Class of 1983
Debbie Dickerhoof
Daughter of former Headmaster
Herbert Distlehorst (Mr. D)
Beth Dixon
Former Faculty
DiAnne Doss
Former Board member & Parent of
Joe ’92 & Peter
Sue Bayley Dries
Class of 1944
Joan Abma Elder
Class of 1974
Stacy Gianakopoulos
Class of 1985

John Harwood
Bonita Heeg

Kindergarten - 1920
Parent of Bethany Heeg Gray ’89 &
Timothy ‘93
Marlies Hemmann
Parent of Jessica ’93, Fabian, Florian
& Danica
Debbie Hill
K-2, Parent of Burleson ’01 & Mia
Jane P. Bayley Hollenbeck Class of 1929
Vicki Lynn Jones
Through 6th Grade
Dr. Suzanne Kalweit
Parent of Chris ‘12
Rosemary Keifer
Former Faculty & Parent of Greta ‘89
Jeanne Heckler Lampe Class of 1969 & Mother of Jessica
Mary Lou Loftis
Parent of John ’86 & Kevin ‘88
Bill McCulloch
K-6th Grade
Jean Moores McCulloch Class of 1935 & Parent of Bill, K-6
Jacqi Miller
Parent of Robin Parker Kinkel
Dan McGregor
Class of 1955, Trustee & Parent of
Doug ’84 & Margaret ‘95
Nancy McGregor
Parent of Jamie ’90 & Jennifer ‘92
Mary Moore
Parent of Rob, K-7
Mary Lu Kissell Noonan Class of 1928, Former Trustee,
Parent of Pete & Tim ’66

Tim Noonan
Nancy Pavlatos
David Riechel
Mark Robertson
Reed Robertson
Rob Rue
Yvonne Shelley
Mary Siddiqi
Afshan Ahmed Syed
Rev. Dr. Angelique
Walker-Smith
Dr. J. Gilbert Ware
Virginia Weygandt
Kitty Wildman

Class of 1966
Trustee & Parent of Renae ‘08,
Nicole ‘11, Nicholas ‘12
Class of 1950
Class of 1967
Class of 1939
Class of 1984
Retired Faculty
Former Mothers’ Club President
& Parent of Zahid ’83, Sarah ‘86,
Ayesha ’87, Nadeem ‘92
Class of 1983, Trustee & Parent
of Nadia Syed ’10, Rehan ’11 &
Lena ‘15
Class of 1972
Retired Headmaster
Parent of Alexis ‘91 & Christopher ’96
Daughter of Corrine Nolte
Wetherbee, Class of 1926
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Appreciation of Service Awards
presented at Annual Meeting

At the Annual Meeting, President
Dr. Ash Ahmed ’84, recognized
volunteer, outgoing, RSA Board
members, as well as the outgoing
Headmaster. He expressed
appreciation for their dedicated
service to Ridgewood School.

award for exemplary work were
Jeanne Kunay, Headmaster
and Tasneem Zariwala, RSA
Treasurer.
Special , crystal, Light of Learning
awards were given not only for
exemplary work and dedication
to Ridgewood School, but for
numerous years of volunteer service.
Those receiving these special
awards were Afshan Syed ’84, 6
years; and RSA Board Secretary
Nancy Pavlatos, 12 years.

Those receiving certificates: Brad
Beals, Phil Campbell, Kristy
McCready.

Headmaster Jeanne Kunay
with her Light of Learning award

Crystal awards were also presented
as recognition. The sparkling,
crystal award was in the shape of
a “flame,” signifying The Light of
Learning, which is Ridgewood
School. Those receiving a crystal

President Dr. Ash Ahmed ’84
presenting awards to Afshan Syed
’84 and Nancy Pavlatos

Thank you to all of the recipients
for their dedicated service to
Ridgewood School!

An Outstanding Staff
Appreciation Luncheon

A Touchstone to Ridgewood
School’s Beginning Succumbs

On May 8, National Teachers’ Day, not only faculty, but the entire
staff was treated to a delicious full-course lunch in appreciation for
the caring service and dedication given to Ridgewood students.
Mrs. Hart’s Language Arts room was transformed into a chic
restaurant that radiated with an inviting and relaxed atmosphere.
Additionally, staff members were presented with individual cards
of appreciation and Speedway fuel cards. The wonderful parent
volunteer committee that planned and hosted this delightful event
were Arshiya Ahmed, Dr. Suzanne Kalweit, John Linardos, Dr.
Toni Rogers, and Humera Umerani.

Ridgewood School’s oldest, living
alumna, Mary Lucretia Kissell
Noonan ’28, passed away on December
14, 2011, in the Hearth & Home Care
Center in Springfield, Ohio. Mary Lu’s
father, nationally-known local real estate
developer, Harry S. Kissell, through
his company, The Kissell Real Estate
Company, donated the land for the first
official school building. Mr. Kissell also
was one of the five signers of The Ridgewood School incorporation
papers in 1919. He also served on the Board of Trustees. After Mary
Lu graduated from Ridgewood in 1928, she went to finishing school
and Sarah Lawrence College. Due to The Great Depression, Mary Lu
returned home and finished her studies at Wittenberg (University)
College. Mary Lu sent her children, Peter and Tim ’66, to Ridgewood
School. As a Ridgewood parent, she continued the family tradition by
serving on the Board of Trustees. Many years later her granddaughter,
Meghan Noonan, attended Kindergarten at Ridgewood. Son Tim
’66 said of his mother, “She was concerned with people in her community, particularly people who faced handicaps or bad
circumstances of one kind or another.” We extend heartfelt sympathy
to her family in this great loss.

Chess Club
Ridgewood’s Chess Club participated in the 2012 Queen City Classic
Chess Tournament in Cincinnati where two students brought home
awards. Whit Brunner,
Grade 2 and Morgan
Reynolds, Grade 3, won
trophies for their play at the
11th annual event which
was held March 16 and 17
at Paul Brown Stadium.

Ridgewood School Logo Redefined
One of the RSA Board’s goals this year was to
redefine our school logo and get our yellow and
blue colors defined via the Pantone Matching
System, in an effort to consistently brand
everything dealing with Ridgewood School
from stationery to apparel. The Development

& Marketing Office engaged Sysbro Design
and before mid-year the logo was redefined
and implemented with letterhead, signage
inside and outside the school and other
marketing materials. Full implementation
will occur in the 2012-13 school year.
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Ridgewood Faculty and Staff
The faculty and staff work tirelessly to ensure a top-quality education for every student that goes beyond lessons and grade point averages. Our
dedicated professionals guide the students and help them learn about service and community involvement through activities and fundraising.

New Faculty:

New Staff:

Virginia Angus-Hall

Bonita Heeg

Ms. Angus-Hall teaches Spanish to students
beginning in Kindergarten. Ridgewood offers
one of the few second language programs in
the area for learners as young as five years
of age. Successful in its first year, we look
forward to Ms. Angus-Hall’s expertise and
willingness to share her love of languages with
every level of learner.

Beth Hearlihy

Mrs. Hearlihy comes to Ridgewood after a
career teaching business, speech and theatre at
Shawnee High School from 1975 until 2008.
Mrs. Hearlihy brings not only her classroom
expertise, but also a special outlook on life
that she shares with her pupils. She started at
Ridgewood in the fall, but between her work
at Shawnee and her second teaching career,
she vanquished a foe most of us will never face – she was diagnosed
with Burkitt’s Lymphoma, a rare form of blood cancer.
Her health is good now and she’s had a great year interacting with
all Ridgewood students from Kindergarten through 8th Grade.
“I wasn’t sure about the little ones, but I’ve had a good time,” she
said, her voice still weak from treatments. Nothing stands in her
way – she still goes to physical therapy three times a week – and
when she’s not teaching, she volunteers with the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. Even though she was new to Ridgewood, her
commitment to the cause and her positive experience with the
students led her to hold a Pennies for Patients fundraiser. The
national average is around $2.77 per student, but the Ridgewood
students jumped in and raised over $1,700 – the second –largest
total in the entire Central Ohio campaign! Mrs. Hearlihy was
overwhelmed at the support and can’t wait to see how much money
the students will raise next year.

Cheryl Koelsch

Mrs. Koelsch brings her professional
expertise to the Ridgewood staff as the physical
education teacher. New to education, Mrs.
Koelsch is a certified professional trainer
with many years’ experience. She is energetic,
jumping in with the students, playing games
and leading by example. The students have
enjoyed her approach, which includes games
and exercises that can be incorporated into a
lifelong fitness plan.

Alumni parent and ardent community
supporter, Mrs. Heeg joined Ridgewood as
Director of Development & Marketing. The
former assistant to community leader and
philanthropist, the late Richard L. Kuss, she
has brought substantial experience and
knowledge to the position. She has
successfully increased Ridgewood’s donor list.
With a reputation as a hard worker who focuses on the wellbeing of
others, she has been able to share the Ridgewood story and show a
much wider audience just how valuable Ridgewood School is to the
Greater Springfield and surrounding area. Mrs. Heeg originated the
school’s first yearbook project in 1981and was its adviser for 12 years.
She and her husband, Jim, are the proud parents of Bethany ‘89 and
Timothy ‘93, and proud grandparents of Jonathan Heeg. She is a
member of the Springfield Rotary Club, Scholarship Committee
of the Springfield Foundation, Clark County Historical Society,
Friends of the Clark County Public Library, Clark State Circle of
Friends, and the Central Ohio Chapter of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals.

Brendan McHenry

Mr. McHenry joined the Ridgewood team
in October as the school’s bookkeeper. He’s
responsible for invoicing, accounts payable
and accounts receivable. Before joining the
Ridgewood team, he worked for Lexis/Nexis
in Centerville. A Fairborn resident, Mr.
McHenry holds a bachelor’s degree in finance
from Franklin University. While he doesn’t
have any children yet, he has been impressed
with the school and what it offers, especially
the focus on volunteerism.

The Ridgewood Staff
Virginia Angus-Hall
Spanish

Bonita Heeg

Patty Barnes

5th Grade & Librarian

Director of
Development &
Marketing

Gail Daniels

Lilly Heil

Kindergarten

Janice Fissel

Cheryl Koelsch

Secretary

Physical Education

Teresa Foreman

Jeanne Kunay
Headmaster

Rebecca Hart

Molly Loftis

Science

2nd Grade

Lead Teacher &
Language Arts

Beth Hearlihy

Computer Applications

Art

Deborah Mastin
3rd Grade

Dan Metzger
Mathematics &
Social Studies

Maria Prether
Custodian

Christie Schulz
4th Grade

Gail Suzel
1st Grade

Susan Vrooman
French

Michael Weller
Music

Lori Yates

After-School Supervisor
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Aziza Chambers, ’03, won the
United States’s only medal in the
2011 World University Games in
Shenzhen, China. The 22 yearold earned a bronze medal in the
bantam featherweight division of
tae kwon do. Chambers is a
graduate of Springfield North
High School and the University
of Dayton. In 2010, she was
named National Collegiate Athlete of the Year.

Ahmad Islam continued
The diversity he experienced at Ridgewood made him desire a
different life than what he’d seen before. Living that desire has created
a vast life experience that makes him successful today. “That allows
me to bring a unique lens to the world, which allows me to bring
creativity to my clients. And, that’s what they hire me for.” Islam
believes all children should have access to different cultures and
perspective, because ultimately, he said, it’s critical to success.

Aziza Chambers ’03

Azie Dhingra, ’08, was invited
to compete at the Intel
International Science Fair in May
for the second consecutive year.
In an oversimplification, his
science fair project research found
that some spices can prevent
bacterial growth from eating
molecules in dental amalgams
that make fillings weaker. Azie’s
project impressed the
international judges, as he placed
4th in the world! Azie is a 2012
Azie Dhingra ’08
Springfield High School
graduate and plans to attend the University of Pittsburgh and
major in dentistry.
Ahmad Islam, ’84, brings
multicultural marketing messages
to the world, but a couple of
decades ago, the small town boy
had yet to see that bigger picture.
“Ridgewood was the first
experience that opened my eyes
to the world outside of the south
side of Springfield. It was what
set me on the path I’ve taken
today,” he said. Islam, who went
on to graduate from North High
Ahmad Islam ’84
School, Miami University and West
Virginia University with a
Master’s degree in Sports Marketing and Management, now owns
commonground, a full-service marketing firm based in Chicago with
offices in Atlanta and Houston. He was recently featured in Ebony
magazine.
His parents knew he needed a school that could present an academic
challenge while providing the appropriate atmosphere to help him
mature socially. “The academics were a challenge and that caused
me to push myself, to realize my full potential,” he said, humbly
sharing that he had skipped a couple of grades, so he was younger
than his peers. Ridgewood proved to be the right choice. Islam
said that his 8th grade year at the school became the “beginning
of his understanding” and his exposure to diversity. He made
friends who were Jewish, Pakistani and Japanese.

Ridgewood also helped him learn about giving back through its
community service and charitable works programs. The father of
a child with autism, Islam and his wife Debra recently founded
Gabriel’s Horn, a foundation established in honor of their son
Gabriel to serve African American and Latino children with autism.
Families in those communities are often underserved and children
receive diagnoses many years later than white children, he said, so
Gabriel’s Horn will work to better their chances.
The next time you turn on your
computer, think for a moment
that Ridgewood School alumni
Michael Pomputius, ’85, helped
to make that possible. He
attended the school his entire
elementary school career, is now
a member of Intel and works to
create new products for retail,
commercial and institutional
applications. Trained as an
electrical engineer, Pomputius
now works as a component
Michael Pomputius ’85
designer and engineer at the
company’s Santa Clara, California, location where he is one of 160 people working on a team
that is researching and creating one computer chip. The group, 60
in Oregon and 60 in California, works on various portions of the
project then brings everything together to determine if the chip is a
viable product.
He started with Intel in 1995 and moved to Santa Clara, California
in 1998. He worked on the Pentium 3 and Pentium 4 chips. He
now works on chips for supercomputers. “My current project just
started and is in its initial stage. My last project will likely become
a product,” he said.
The academic rigor of Ridgewood served Pomputius well, establishing
strong thinking and problem-solving skills. “I appreciated the
teachers and the small classes. It was nice to have that one-on-one
attention.” After 8th grade, he spent one year at Catholic
Central High School, then headed off to Western Reserve Academy
for a more rigorous high school challenge. Upon graduation,
Pomputius went to Lehigh University where he earned a Bachelor
of Science degree and continued his education, earning a Master’s
degree at Cornell University. “Ridgewood’s strong academic focus
prepared me well for boarding school,” he said.
The school’s strong focus on community service and helping others
was most definitely influential for Pomputius, who in 2011, donated
stem cells to a stranger in need. “I was a regular blood donor for
years and in 2005, a family at our church asked interested members
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Michael Pomputius continued
to be tested for compatibility. I wasn’t a match, but my information
was added to the donor system.” He had kind of forgotten about
the whole program, then six years later on December 11, 2011, he
received a call telling him he was a match for a man 56-year-old
Caucasian with acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
While he doesn’t know the identity of the recipient, he does know
the graft was successful. He was able to communicate with the
man by writing him a letter, but has not heard from him in return.
Pomputius will be connected to the patient for one year, so there is
still time for that reply. Even if he never hears from his recipient,
he said knowing he was able to do something like that to improve a
life was definitely worth it.

Priyanka Sekhar, ’09, won the
2012 World Impromptu
Championship at World
Individuals Debating and Public
Speaking Championships held in
Brisbane, Australia. In 2011, she
won the International Impromptu,
where she competed against
students from 40 English-speaking
countries.
Priyanka Sekhar ’09

Kanako Shimasaki ’07

Kanako Shimasaki, ’07, is a
student at the Cincinnati
Conservatory of Music and has
performed four times at Washington
D.C.’s Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts. She has been a
member of the National Youth
Orchestra. In 2011, she was chosen
as the winner of the National
Symphony Orchestra’s Summer
Music Institute competetion
where she performed Barber’s
Violin Concerto, Opus 14.

OBITUARIES
We extend deepest sympathy to the families of the following
members of the Ridgewood School Family:
Robert Bayley, June 25, 2011, Age 93, Kindergarten, 1923
John K. Harwood, December 13, 2011, Age 96, Kindergarten, 1920
Rachel Bosart Morris, December 26, 2011, Age 96, Class of 1928
Mary Lu Kissell Noonan, December 14, 2011, Age 97, Class of 1927
This information was gleaned from the Springfield News-Sun obituaries that
specifically listed their association with Ridgewood School. We apologize for
any deletions, as we published only those we are aware.

Ridgewood has, over the course
of its 94 years, seen many of its
graduates achieve all manner of
success. The Rev. Dr. Angelique
Walker-Smith, ’72, and
Springfield North High School
graduate earned a Bachelor’s
degree from Kent State University
and a Master’s degree from the
Yale Divinity School. She was the
first African-American woman
to graduate with a Doctorate
Rev. Dr. Angelique
from the Princeton Theological
Walker-Smith ’72
Seminary. Walker-Smith is
currently the Executive Director of the Church Federation of
Greater Indianapolis. She is the first woman and African-American
to hold the position. She was recently chosen as a Senior Fulbright
Scholar and Specialist by the U.S. State Department.
“I’m honored to be back,” she said during a visit to the school in
September. “Ridgewood made such a difference in my life and to
all of you who are coming after me, God bless you. You’re beautiful.”
Walker-Smith talked about being an extremely shy preacher’s
kid who grew up on the south side of Springfield and had little
exposure to the bigger world. That world changed – and expanded
– when she came to Ridgewood.
Walker-Smith offered a list of the most important things she has
taken with her from her stint at Ridgewood School, lessons she said
helped her become the person she is today. Her list included:
• People who don’t look like me are capable of being a loving
community.
• I could change and be more flexible once I became willing to do so.
• Leaders can be fun while at the same time retaining their authority.
• Smaller does not mean lesser.
• Don’t let fear or sadness keep you from achieving.
• Traditions outside of my own came to matter to me even before
I realized it.
• Mixed groupings of people can cultivate a sense of respect for
those who do not believe as I do.
• Everyone is not like you nor do they want to be like you. You
are different from everyone else in some ways and we should
celebrate those differences – they are a gift from God.

Challenging Website Experience
At the beginning of 2011, our website was completely revamped,
and we had a new web address. By the end of 2011, our website
completely disappeared, along with our web address. The unusual
circumstances surrounding it proved to be most challenging. Much
time and effort went into re-building the website.
Thanks to parent Ken Pinkham and parent Mark Scott, computer
experts in their respective fields, our website was up and running by
early spring. Please make note of our new, and hopefully last, web
address: www.RidgewoodSchool.net
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Principals & Headmasters
of Ridgewood School*

2011-2012 Ridgewood
School Board of Trustees

When the school was founded, the
administrator was called “Principal.” When
Mr. Eric Lindblade came from Cleveland,
Ohio in 1956, the title was changed to
“Headmaster.”

Dr. Ashfaq T. Ahmed ’84, President
Brad Beals, Vice President
Tasneem Zarilwala, Treasurer
Nancy Pavlatos, Secretary
Phil Campbell
Karen Denman
Bill Hallmark
Kristy McCready
Aliya Ranginwala
Dr. Toni Rogers
Afshan Syed ‘83

1918 - 1921 Miss Marthena Winger
Miss Nell Myers
1921
Cannot verify individuals between
Miss Myers and Mrs. Collins

1948
Cannot verify date
Cannot verify date

1956 - 1969
1969 – 1983
1983 – 1995
1995 – 1996
1996 – 1999
1999 – 2002
2002 – 2008
2008 – 2010
2010 – 2012

Mrs. George Collins
Mrs. Harry (Violet) Turner
Mrs. Marian Burke
Eric N. Lindblade
Herbert Distelhorst
Andrea Gardner
Nell Petry
Dave Calhoun
Bill Meyer
Dr. J. Gilbert Ware
Rick Yontz
Jeanne M. Kunay

The

Ridgewood times
The Ridgewood Times is published by Ridgewood
School to inform its community of the activities
of the school, its students, faculty and parents.
For the 2011-2012 school year, it is printed as “A
Year in Review” edition.
Every effort was made to verify the accuracy of
the contents of this newsletter, therefore, we
apologize for any errors.

Publisher

Bonita Heeg

Director of Development & Marketing

Editor

Dr. Elaine Morris Roberts
Volunteer Parent

Copywriters

Dr. Elaine Morris Roberts
Bonita Heeg

Photographers
Dan Metzger
Facuty

Dr. Beth Shervey
Volunteer Parent

Bonita Heeg

Newsletter Design
Melinda Thackery

* Some of the information was gleaned from articles in
the Springfield News-Sun and the book, “Ridgewood in
the Country Club District” by Tamara K. Dallenbach

Sysbro Design

Ridgewood School

2420 Saint Paris Pike  •  Springfield, OH  45504-4618

Phone 937.399.8900 • Fax 937.399.8173
RidgewoodSchool.net
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